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Session 1: Statement of Faith 

 

Introduction 

     You may be wondering why we would feel the need for reviewing our Statement of Faith.   I 

mean, does anyone really use these things anymore?  Aren’t they a bit antiquated, useful for 

theologians perhaps, but irrelevant in our everyday Christian lives? 

     We the elders don’t think so.  The single most important thing about a church is why it 

believes what it believes, which is obviously the reason for this class, “Statement of Faith”. 

     Now some Christians are opposed to statements of faith.  Christian revelation, Jesus, they say, 

is too great to be reduced to mere mechanical formulas.  In one sense this is true.  No statement 

of faith can perfectly plumb the depths of God’s knowledge and purposes.  And yet the good 

news of Jesus Christ is nonetheless about news, about truths, propositional truths about God, 

ourselves, Christ, and these truths must be understood, believed, and lived out if we are to have 

any hope in this life and the life to come.  And so what we want to do in this time together is 

consider what it is that we as a church stand on by faith. 

     Before we begin a few general words about statements of faith.  First, they are biblical.  We 

see them in Scripture.  So for example we read Paul in I Cor. 15, “For I delivered to you as of 

first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 

Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day…” and Paul goes on to list 

more factual statements about the gospel that the church in Corinth knew from Paul, Jesus and 

the apostles, and that they must maintain in order to be faithful.  They are also biblical in an 

obvious second sense, in that they are summaries of the bible’s (as opposed to man’s) teachings. 

     Second, they are historical.  That is to say, they’ve been used widely by the church since the 

1st Century to clarify the bible’s teaching and thereby build unity and guard against “I heresy”, or 

false teaching.  So we think of the Nicene Creed, written in the fourth century to guard the 

church against teaching that suggested Jesus could not be both fully man and God. 



     Third, confessions, or creeds (either can be used interchangeably) are mere statements. They 

are not meant to be exhaustive statements of doctrine, but rather summaries of some essential 

elements of the Christian faith laid out in Scripture.  So while I hope you believe all that is here 

(and if you choose to join this church, we will ask you to sign this statement) I hope this 

statement is not all that you believe.  

     So we’re going to proceed by reading through each article and taking questions.  If you take 

out this chart (chart explaining divisions), you’ll see we’ve grouped our 12 articles into 4 

categories.  First, there are those articles that are Historically Christian.  So these are articles that 

would be affirmed by any historic Roman Catholic, Greek Orthodox or Protestant church.  And 

you’ll notice that that is the majority of articles in our statement. 

     You’ll notice that is said historically Christian.  That’s because there have been two great 

divides in Christianity in the past 1,000 years.  The first was the Reformation in the 1500s which 

would lead to the recovery of the gospel and a split between Protestant churches and the Roman 

Catholic Church.  The second was a liberal/conservative divide during the Enlightenment of the 

18th and 19th centuries.  Not in a political sense, but in regards to Scripture and authority.  During 

this period there was a move away from traditional conservative beliefs that the Bible is God’s 

inerrant Word – fully trustworthy and sufficient in all its teachings.  And in its place people 

began to believe and teach that our final authority is not Scripture, but human reason.  Human 

reason, not divine revelation, would be our guiding principle.  This affected most every Christian 

church.  So whereas in 1700 no Christian church would deny that Christ was born of a virgin, by 

1900 reason had taught us that such supernatural occurrences don’t happen, and so Christian 

churches across the board wouldn’t affirm such a statement.  For our discussion, we’re 

concerned with that that is historically Christian, leaving aside the confusing mess that liberalism 

has brought in the last 2 centuries.  So again, the majority of our statements are Historically 

Christian statements that any historically Christian church, whether Roman Catholic, Orthodox, 

or Protestant would affirm. 

     And then there are a number of articles classified as Evangelical.  These are the articles that 

mark us out as a Protestant church, over and against our Roman Catholic and Greek Orthodox 



friends.  We love and care for them, but feel they have made some crucial errors in these specific 

matters, such as the way of salvation, that cannot be overlooked. 

     Then we have our one Baptist article that distinguishes us from the rest of our Protestant 

brethren, such as Presbyterians, Anglicans, Episcopalians, Methodist, etc.  We love them and 

have great unity on the Gospel and many other matters.  We affirm there are many wonderful 

and godly men and women in such denominations.  And yet unfortunately we think they have 

baptism wrong.  We wish it weren’t the case, and yet because it affects the very nature of the 

visible church, who is part of that visible body of Christ and who is not, we feel we cannot 

ignore Jesus’ and the apostles’ teaching and practice that baptism is for believers, not believers 

and their infants.  

     Lastly, we are a Congregational church.  Again we have to divide with our other Protestant 

brethren because we think that the final authority in matter of life in doctrine is not a bishop or 

priest somewhere (Episcopal), or a General Assembly (Presbyterian), but the local congregation 

gathered. 

     Know that there will be time after each article for questions.  The articles in our statement of 

faith are directly taken from the Baptist Faith & Message as adopted by the SBC in 2000. 

     So as you have seen we have chosen 12 of 18 articles from the Baptist Faith & Message to 

serve as Harvest Christian Fellowship’s Statement of Faith.  It’s not that we don’t think the other 

6 articles are important, we do and we encourage you to read and affirm them as we do.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Harvest Christian Fellowship 
Statement of Faith Overview Chart 

 

     Most simply, our statement says that HCF is a Christian, Evangelical, Baptist, Congregational 

church.  Our Statement of Faith is divided into twelve articles, which speak to the fact that we 

can be called by each of these names.  The Christian articles simply show what Christians have 

always believed, in other words, issues that there has traditionally been little dispute over in 

Christendom.  The evangelical category highlights the critical issues related to the gospel that 

were recovered during the Reformation.  The Baptist and Congregational categories highlight the 

distinctive features of HCF. 

 

     Take a moment and notice just how much of our Statement of Faith is devoted to stating the 

essentials of the Christian faith; essentials that we would have little to no disagreement over with 

any other Christian denomination.  Then notice how in just half a statement we express what 

signifies us to be a Baptist church.   

 

Article 

Historically 

Christian Evangelical Baptist Congregational 

1. Scriptures  √   

2. God √    

3. Man √    

4. Salvation √    

5. God’s Purpose of Grace  √   

6. The Church    √ 

7A. Baptism & The Lord’s Supper   √  

7B. Baptism & The Lord’s Supper √    

8. The Lord’s Day √    

9. Last Things √    

10. Evangelism & Missions  √   

11. Stewardship √    

12. The Family √    



Harvest Christian Fellowship 

Statement of Faith 

 

I.  The Scriptures 

     The Holy Bible was written by men divinely inspired and is God’s revelation of Himself                                                      

to man.  It is a perfect treasure of divine instruction.  It has God for its author, salvation for its 

end, and truth, without any mixture of error, for its matter.  Therefore, all Scripture is totally true 

and trustworthy.  It reveals the principles by which God judges us, and therefore is, and will 

remain to the end of the world, the true center of Christian union, and the supreme standard by 

which all human conduct, creeds, and religious opinions should be tried.  All Scripture is a 

testimony to Christ, who is Himself the focus of divine revelation. 

 

II.  God 

     There is one and only one living and true God.  He is an intelligent, spiritual, and personal 

Being, the Creator, Redeemer, Preserver, and Ruler of the universe.  God is infinite in holiness 

and all other perfections.  God is all powerful and all knowing; and His perfect knowledge 

extends to all things, past, present, and future, including the future decisions of His free 

creatures.  To Him we owe the highest love, reverence, and obedience.  The eternal triune God 

reveals Himself to us as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, with distinct personal attributes, but 

without division of nature, essence, or being. 

A.  God the Father 

God as Father reigns with providential care over His universe, His creatures, and the flow 

of the stream of human history according to the purposes of His grace.  He is all 

powerful, all knowing, all loving, and all wise.  God is Father in truth to those who 

become children of God through faith in Jesus Christ.  He is fatherly in His attitude 

toward all men.   

 



B.  God the Son 

Christ is the eternal Son of God.  In His incarnation as Jesus Christ He was conceived of 

the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.  Jesus perfectly revealed and did the will of 

God, taking upon Himself human nature with its demands and necessities and identifying 

Himself completely with mankind yet without sin.  He honored the divine law by His 

personal obedience, and in His substitutionary death on the cross He made provision for 

the redemption of man from sin.  He was raised from the dead with a glorified body and 

appeared to His disciples as the person who was with them before His crucifixion.  He 

ascended into heaven and is now exalted at the right hand of God where He is the One 

Mediator, fully god, fully man, in whose Person is effected the reconciliation between 

God and man.  He will return in power and glory to judge the world and to consummate 

His redemptive mission.  He now dwells in all believers as the living and ever present 

Lord.  

C.  God the Holy Spirit 

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God, fully divine.  He inspired holy men of old to write 

the Scriptures.  Through illumination He enables men to understand truth.  He convicts 

men of sin, of righteousness, and of judgment.  He calls men to the Saviour, and effects 

regeneration.  At the moment of regeneration He baptizes every believer into the Body of 

Christ.  He cultivates Christian character, comforts believers, and bestows the spiritual 

gifts by which they serve God through His church.  He seals the believer unto the day of 

final redemption.  His presence in the Christian is the guarantee that God will bring the 

believer into the fullness of the stature of Christ.  He enlightens and empowers the 

believer and the church in worship, evangelism, and service. 

 

III.  Man 

     Man is the special creation of God, made in His own image.  He created them male and 

female as the crowning work of His creation.  The gift or gender is thus part of the goodness of 

God’s creation.  In the beginning man was innocent of sin and was endowed by his Creator with 

freedom of choice.  By his free choice man sinned against God and brought sin into the human 



race.  Through the temptation of Satan man transgressed the command of God, and fell from his 

original innocence whereby his posterity inherits a nature and an environment inclined toward 

sin.  Therefore, as soon as they are capable of moral action, they become transgressors and are 

under condemnation.  Only the grace of God can bring man into His holy fellowship and enable 

man to fulfill the creative purpose of God.  The sacredness of human personality is evident in 

that God created man in His own image, and in that Christ died for man; therefore, every person 

of every race possesses full dignity and is worthy of respect and Christian love.  

 

IV.  Salvation 

     Salvation involves the redemption of the whole man, and is offered freely to all who accept 

Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, who by His own blood obtained eternal redemption for the 

believer.  In its broadest sense salvation includes regeneration, justification, sanctification and 

glorification.  There is no salvation apart from personal faith in Jesus Christ as Lord. 

A.  Regeneration, or the new birth, is a work of God’s grace whereby believers 

become new creatures in Christ Jesus.  It is a change of heart wrought by the Holy Spirit 

through conviction of sin, to which the sinner responds in repentance toward God and 

faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Repentance and faith are inseparable experiences of grace.   

Repentance is a genuine turning from sin toward God.  Faith is the acceptance of Jesus 

Christ and commitment of the entire personality to Him as Lord and Savior.  

B. Justification is God’s gracious and full acquittal upon principles of His 

righteousness of all sinners who repent and believe in Christ.  Justification brings the 

believer unto a relationship of peace and favor with God.   

C.  Sanctification is the experience, beginning in regeneration, by which the believer 

is set apart to God’s purposes, and is enabled to progress toward moral and spiritual 

maturity through the presence and power of the Holy Spirit dwelling in him.  Growth in 

grace should continue throughout the regenerate person’s life. 



D. Glorification is the culmination of salvation and is the final blessed and abiding 

state of the redeemed.   

 

V.  God’s Purpose of Grace 

     Election is the gracious purpose of God, according to which He regenerates, justifies, 

sanctifies, and glorifies sinners.  It is consistent with the free agency of man, and comprehends 

all the means in connection with the end.  It is the glorious display of God’s sovereign goodness, 

and is infinitely wise, holy, and unchangeable.  It excludes boasting and promotes humility. 

     All true believers endure to the end.  Those whom God has accepted in Christ, and sanctified 

by His Spirit, will never fall away from the state of grace, but shall persevere to the end.  

Believers may fall into sin through neglect and temptation, whereby they grieve the Spirit, impair 

their graces and comforts, and bring reproach on the cause of Christ and temporal judgments on 

themselves; yet they shall be kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation.  

 

VI.  The Church 

     A New Testament church of the Lord Jesus Christ is an autonomous local congregation of 

baptized believers, associated by covenant in the faith and fellowship of the gospel; observing 

the two ordinances of Christ, governed by His laws, exercising the gifts, rights, and privileges 

invested in them by His Word, and seeking to extend the gospel to the ends of the earth.  Each 

congregation operates under the Lordship of Christ through democratic processes.  In such a 

congregation each member is responsible and accountable to Christ as Lord.  Its scriptural 

officers are pastors [elders, bishops, overseers] and deacons.  While both men and women are 

gifted for service in the church, the office of pastor is limited to men as qualified by Scripture. 

     The New Testament speaks also of the church as the Body of Christ which includes all of the 

redeemed of all the ages, believers from every tribe, and tongue, and people, and nation. 

 

 



VII.  Baptism and the Lord’s Supper 

     Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer in water in the name of the Father, the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit.  It is an act of obedience symbolizing the believer’s faith in a crucified, 

buried, and risen Savior, the believer’s death to sin, the burial of the old life, and the resurrection 

to walk in newness of life in Christ Jesus.  It is a testimony to his faith in the final resurrection of 

the dead.  Being a church ordinance, it is prerequisite to the privileges of church membership and 

to the Lord’s Supper. 

     The Lord’s Supper is a symbolic act of obedience whereby members of the church, through 

partaking of the bread and the fruit of the vine, memorialize the death of the Redeemer and 

anticipate His second coming.   

 

VIII.  The Lord’s Day 

    The first day of the week is the Lord’s Day.  It is a Christian institution for regular observance.  

It commemorates the resurrection of Christ from the dead and should include exercises of 

worship and spiritual devotion, both public and private.  Activities on the Lord’s Day should be 

commensurate with the Christian’s conscience under the Lordship of Jesus Christ. 

 

IX.  Last Things 

     God, in His own time and in His own way, will bring the world to its appropriate end.  

According to His promise, Jesus Christ will return personally and visibly in glory to the earth; 

the dead will be raised; and Christ will judge all men in righteousness.  The unrighteous will be 

consigned to Hell, the place of everlasting punishment. The righteous in their resurrected and 

glorified bodies will receive their reward and will dwell forever in Heaven with the Lord. 

 

 

 



X.  Evangelism and Missions 

    It is the duty and privilege of every follower of Christ and of every church of the Lord Jesus 

Christ to endeavor to make disciples of all nations.  The new birth of man’s spirit by God’s Holy 

Spirit means the birth of love for others.  Missionary effort on the part of all rests thus upon a 

spiritual necessity of the regenerate life, and is expressly and repeatedly commanded in the 

teachings of Christ.  The Lord Jesus Christ has commanded the preaching of the gospel to all 

nations.  It is the duty of every child of God to seek constantly to win the lost to Christ by verbal 

witness undergirded by a Christian lifestyle, and by other methods in harmony with the gospel of 

Christ.  

 

XI.  Stewardship 

     God is the source of all blessings, temporal and spiritual; all that we have and are we owe to 

Him.  Christians have a spiritual debtorship to the whole world, a holy trusteeship in the gospel, 

and a binding stewardship in their possessions.  They are therefore under obligation to serve Him 

with their time, talents, and material possessions; and should recognize all these as entrusted to 

them to use for the glory of God and for helping others.  According to the Scriptures, Christians 

should contribute of their means cheerfully, regularly, systematically, proportionately, and 

liberally for the advancement of the Redeemer’s cause on earth.  

 

XII.  The Family 

     God has ordained the family as the foundational institution of human society, a means by 

which His glory extends throughout all the earth. Scripture teaches that a primary purpose of the 

family is nothing less than presenting the whole world with a series of three images – God’s 

triune nature, the Gospel and the Church.  It is composed of persons related to one another by 

marriage, blood, or adoption. 

    We believe that every person must be afforded compassion, love, kindness, respect, and 

dignity.  Hateful and harassing behavior or attitudes directed toward any individual are to be 

repudiated and are not in accord with scripture nor the doctrines of the church. 



     We believe that God wonderfully and immutably creates each person as male or female.  

These two distinct, complementary genders together reflect the image and nature of God.  

Rejection of one’s biological gender is a rejection of the image of God within that person. 

     We believe the term “marriage” has only one meaning and that is marriage sanctioned by God 

which joins one man and one woman in a single, exclusive union, as delineated in Scripture.  We 

believe that God intends sexual intimacy to only occur between a man and a woman who are 

married to each other.  We believe that God has commanded that no intimate sexual activity be 

engaged in outside of a marriage between a man and a woman. 

     We believe that any form of sexual immorality (including adultery, fornication, 

homosexuality, lesbianism, bisexual conduct, bestiality, incest, pornography, and attempting to 

change one’s biological sex or otherwise acting upon any disagreement with one’s biological 

sex) is sinful and offensive to God. 

     The husband and wife are of equal worth before God, since both are created in God’s image.  

The marriage relationship models the way God relates to His people.  A husband is to love his 

wife as Christ loved the church.  He has the God-given responsibility to provide for, to protect, 

and to lead his family.  A wife is to submit herself graciously to the servant leadership of her 

husband even as the church willingly submits to the headship of Christ.  She, being in the image 

of God as is her husband and thus equal to him, has the God-given responsibility to respect her 

husband and to serve as his helper in managing the household and nurturing the next generation. 

     Children, from the moment of conception, are a blessing and heritage from the Lord.  Parents 

are to demonstrate to their children God’s pattern for marriage.  Parents are to teach their 

children spiritual and moral values and to lead them, through consistent lifestyle example and 

loving discipline, to make choices based on biblical truth.  Children are to honor and obey their 

parents. 

 

 

 



Session 2: The History of the Church 

 

 

Introduction  

     Why should Christians study history?  First, because God commands it.  He admonishes the people of Israel 

over and over again, to “remember” His faithfulness in delivering them from slavery in Egypt, in bringing them 

through the wilderness and to the Promised Land.  In the New Testament, we are urged to remember the teaching 

we have received, and to recall God’s work in our lives.  History at its highest – the study of God’s gracious work 

in the past – should inspire us to worship Him.  Second, history can instruct us.  Many challenges or 

opportunities we face as the church today are “nothing new under the sun”; the answers found in the past can 

often be brought to bear today.  The third reason is related.  History should humble us.  Looking into the past 

reminds us of the relative insignificance of our own lives, that we are not the lords of our own destiny, that people 

greater than us have come before, that whatever we may attain in this life will be but a passing shadow.  Finally, 

history should encourage us.  What could be more edifying than witnessing a glorious display of God’s majesty 

in the pageant of the past, of taking encouragement in our own lives as we see His faithfulness throughout all 

time? 

 

The Church (Beginnings) 

    One of the basic truths that the Bible reveals is that God creates, convicts, converts and conforms His people by 

His Word.  God’s Word is central to the life of his people.  We see this in the OT with Adam & Eve as God 

speaks life into them, in Abraham, as God calls him out of Ur.  We see it with Moses - God’s spokesperson of His 

law for His people.  And we see it perhaps most vividly in Ezekiel 37 when the dry bones come to life by the very 

act of God’s Word as it is spoken and heard. 

 

     And we see it ultimately in the New Testament, with Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. It’s Jesus who saves 

us from our sin through his death on the cross. But in saving us as individuals, he saves us into a community, an 

assembly of people, called the church.   

 



     You see, the church isn’t man’s idea.  The church is God’s idea.  Jesus founds the church, not the apostles. 

Matthew 16:18. Jesus commissions the church. Matthew 28:18–20.  Jesus builds the church through the Spirit.  

Acts 2: 42–7. And Jesus rules the church through his Word.  Knowing this, the early church kept and preserved 

the Apostles’ writings. Because they recognized it as Scripture–God’s Word.  

 

The Spread of the Gospel 

     The hand of God is readily visible in the expansion of Christianity.  For centuries, God had been preparing the 

world and the Roman Empire in particular, for the introduction of the Gospel.  When it finally came in the person 

of Christ, conditions were ripe for its rapid spread and assimilation into Roman culture.  At this time Greek was 

the unifying language of the Mediterranean.  Barriers of language, then, did not exist, and the message of Christ 

moved rapidly by word of mouth and written literature.  Not only that, but the Jews had been dispersed 

throughout the empire.  We find Paul going straight to the Jewish synagogues in every city he visited.  The 

infrastructure of the empire was unprecedented.  A system of roads crisscrossed the land, and the government 

protected travelers from bandits and other perils.  The Empire had carved out extensive trade routes inside its 

borders and with other civilizations; these proved a useful inlet into Europe and Asia.  Quite apart from its 

intentions, even Rome’s periodic persecutions of the Christians often aided the spread of the Gospel.  As we read 

in Acts 8:1-4, when the great persecution broke out the Christians in Jerusalem were scattered abroad throughout 

the region, taking the news of Christ with them. 

 

     Christianity emerged in many ways as an outgrowth of Judaism, and Christians were self-conscious about their 

roots in the ancient religion.  They believed the same set of Scriptures and even claimed to worship the same God, 

Jehovah, who created and ruled the world.  Many of the earliest Christians still worshipped in the Temple, kept 

the Jewish Sabbath, and thought of themselves as “good Jews” who just believed Jesus was the Messiah.  For a 

time, Christianity existed in relative peace under Rome because of the official protection that was afforded to 

Judaism. 

 

     The first official Christian persecution broke out under Nero in 64 A.D.  Nero seems to have persecuted 

Christians for 3 reasons; his desire to distract attention from the great fire of Rome, hostility towards Christians as 

they did not worship Roman gods, and in support of the hostility of the Jews.  In A.D. 70 with the destruction of 

the Temple and Jerusalem by Roman forces, Christianity made its final break from Judaism, emerging as its own 



distinctive faith. Over the next 200 years persecution would continue as Roman emperors would promote civic 

unity by mandating that all citizens engage in public sacrifices to Roman gods.  Many Christians would deny their 

faith or flee into exile.  In 303, hoping to impose a uniform order in the Roman Empire, an edict was issued and 

with it blood flowed freely as many Christians suffered martyrdom during this time, known as the “Great 

Persecution”. 

 

Canon of Scripture 

     The most remarkable aspects about the development of the Canon of Scripture are how early the church 

reached practical agreement, and how little dissension emerged.  The word canon comes from the Greek word 

(kanon), meaning “rule or standard,” and with it Christians describe the standard books of the Bible which 

provide the final “rule and authority” for our faith.  Of course, because of their roots in Judaism, early Christians 

already affirmed biblical authority, for they saw the Hebrew Scriptures, or the Old Testament, as the Word of 

God.  They now faced the question of which books should be added to this Old Testament canon.   

 

     Christians immediately accepted the writings of the Apostles, such as Paul’s letters, as authoritative and 

inspired by God.  Even within the Bible, in II Peter 3:16, the Apostle Peter recognizes Paul’s writings as 

“Scripture.”  These epistles were circulated widely among different churches in the first and second centuries.  

Early Christians also recognized the four Gospels, and by the end of the second century the church had in practice 

a collection a New Testament Scriptures including the Gospels, Acts, and Paul’s letters. 

 

     Early challenges and heresies forced the church to make official the canon of Scripture.  The church developed 

a simple set of standards for inspiration, the document had to have been written by an Apostle or close friend of 

an Apostle, and it had to be functioning as scripture widely within the church.  While the vast majority of 

scripture gained wide acceptance, the practice of “fake writing” was common in the day.  So called “gospels” of 

Thomas, Mary, Barnabas and even Jesus Himself circulated but were finally rejected due to questions of doctrine 

or authenticity. 

 

     When you read your Bible today, do not take it lightly.  Read it with confidence that God has spoken, that He 

has revealed Himself to us in the Scriptures, and that we read the same Bible as that handed down by the first 

Apostles of Christ’s church.  2 Timothy 3:16 



Early Church Leadership 

     Though the Lord Jesus is the ultimate head of His church, He also instituted human leaders from the very 

beginning.  Paul and the other Apostles were careful to appoint officers in every church they planted.  By the 

middle of the first century, the New Testament tells us that the churches had two offices: “deacons,” and “elders” 

or “overseers.”  At first, each church had its own elders or bishops.  As the Church continued to grow through the 

third century, though, the bishops were unable to keep up with the responsibility of so many people.  Instead, the 

bishops became leaders over thousands of people and perhaps scores of congregations in a single city.  Presbyters, 

or priests, were appointed to assist the bishop in his duties. 

 

      All of the churches of a city were under the care of the bishop.  The bishops were solely responsible for the 

finances of the churches, which would eventually contribute to all manner of scandal and abuse.  In theory, all the 

bishops were equal, but in practice, those over the larger cities gradually exerted more influence and greater 

authority. The mother church at Jerusalem had occupied the position of authority until AD70 when the Romans 

destroyed it.  The center of authority then shifted West and rested on the churches of Alexandria, Antioch, Rome, 

and Carthage.  Very early in the history of Christianity, Rome became the pre-eminent church in the Empire.  The 

capital city’s political grandeur and the traditions of Peter’s and Paul’s martyrdoms there quickly led to Rome 

being recognized as the greatest of the churches. 

 

Constantine & Roman Influence 

     There is perhaps no more important figure in the early church than Constantine, who became Emperor of the 

Roman Empire in 311 AD.  In 312, he associated himself with Christianity having had a vision of a cross in the 

sky and the words “In this sign conquer”; frankly it’s unclear if he actually converted. Only God knows. But the 

result was that Christianity, which had been persecuted, soon became the favored and the official, religion of the 

Empire through the Edict of Milan in 313 AD.  This brought an end to persecution, but it also brought 

worldliness. Belief in Christ became more a means to political advancement than a matter of faith and repentance.  

The church began to resemble the structure of the Roman civil hierarchy.  We see the growth of monarchical 

Bishops and of course, the Pope, who claimed to be the representative of Christ on earth. And it was his word that 

now ruled the church. 

 



     Over the next many centuries, various people reacted and sought the purity of the church and would try and 

bring people back to their spiritual identity.  The effects were short lived.   In the 4th & 5th century this included 

various church fathers including Ambrose , bishop of Milan; Jerome and Augustine of Hippo along with several 

councils meeting to resolve pressing theological matters as well as to settle contentious political disputes. 

 

The Rise of Islam 

     Born in 570 A.D. a man name Mohammed claimed to receive visions from the angel Gabriel, which came to 

be recorded in the book of the Koran.  Mohammed gathered a band of followers and by 630 victoriously 

converted the city of Mecca to Islam, this new religion began to grow at a staggering pace, often expanding its 

reach with the sword.  By 644 Muslim armies had taken Syria, Palestine (including Jerusalem) and Persia.  For 

the next 100 years there quest continued with many nations falling to their influence. 

 

     What did this mean for Christianity?  The church was beleaguered by doctrinal disputes, corruption, and 

political strife.  There were no Scriptures in the language of the people, rendering it quite vulnerable to any 

outside threat.  The church had two possible choices; they could either retreat from the world or conquer it 

 

Middle Ages 

     Withdrawal from the world came in the form of Monasticism.  In the 4th century Monks began to appear with 

a desire to pursue a pure life of spiritual meditation and worship. Over the next 5 centuries countless men and 

women entered monasteries which served as crucial anchors for the church during the difficult Middle Ages.  The 

Monks helped focus people on Christ; spread the Gospel into Northern Europe through missionaries; built homes, 

churches and provided medical care for communities; and preserved orthodox theology through rigorous 

catechizing and scrupulous attention when copying the Scriptures.  However the Monks had problems as well, 

over time numerous monastic orders accumulated much wealth and power, leading eventually to corruption which 

tarnished their witness and undermined their work. Ironically, in their efforts to escape the world, they became 

ensnared by the world. 

 

     Most Christians did not solve the problem of the church through Monasticism; instead they took the opposite 

approach: trying to conquer the world.  Here we see the merger of religious and secular authority, the growth in 

power of the papacy and the re-emergence of powerful emperors ruling Europe.  Christendom emerged: a     



Christian empire spanning the continent of Europe.  On Christmas day of 800, Charlemagne attended a worship 

service at the main cathedral in Rome.  At the end of the service, Pope Leo III came up to the emperor and placed 

a crown on his head.  The people in the church, prompted by the pope, then arose and shouted out three times: 

“To Charles Augustus, crowned by God, great and peace-giving emperor of the Romans, life and victory!”  The 

process was complete.  Church and state were united, and one emperor – who was crowned by one cleric – ruled 

all of Europe.    

 

     In the face of renewed and reorganized political power, this inevitably led to conflict between the power of the 

church and the power of the state. After all, if Christ was King, shouldn’t His church possess all the power of 

royalty? And shouldn’t the state, mere earthly authority, bow in the face of superior right? The centuries from 

AD950-1500 witnessed fearsome conflicts between the emperor and the pope, between church leaders and 

political authorities, as people from all walks of life tried to discern the proper relationship between earthly 

authorities and heavenly authority.  Sadly, in a legacy that today still tarnishes the name of Christianity, wrong 

answers to these questions led to wrong actions: the Crusades. 

 

     The Crusades refer to both a series of militarily campaigns and to an entire attitude of militancy in the church.  

The crusaders themselves had a variety of motives for fighting:  some did so out of a genuine, though perhaps 

misguided piety, others out of greed for material gain and political power and others fought out of simple 

bloodlust.  The Crusades, prompted by the popes of the 12th and 13th centuries, characterized the problems of the 

Medieval church – corruption, confusion over church and state, and especially confusion over how we are saved – 

not by our efforts, no matter how strenuous, but by God’s grace. 

 

Division of the East & West Churches 

     While the Popes attempted to consolidate their power and authority, not everyone recognized the supremacy of 

the Pope in Rome. In 1054 AD, after growing further and further apart for some 600 years, the church in the East 

broke from the Western church, in part over the doctrine of the Holy Spirit and in part over the universal authority 

that the Pope claimed. This is where we get the Orthodox family of churches, 15 in all, including the Russian and 

Greek Orthodox churches. 

 

 



Context of the Reformation 

     In both the church in the East and the West, the distortion of the authority of the church grew over the 

centuries leading up to the Reformation. The church began to claim to forgive original sin through baptism, and to 

forgive on–going sin through the practice of confession and penance. Eventually, these theological innovations 

developed to the point that the church claimed to dispense God’s grace as she saw fit.  Other heresies crept in like 

doing one’s best as a prerequisite to receiving the grace of God, indulgences to earn merit, penance for 

forgiveness, purgatory for further purging of sins, then being made holy and justified. 

  

     People deprived of the Bible in their own language or the literacy to read it, mired in superstition, believing 

more in their own works of magic and merit than God’s work in Christ, and oppressed by a decadent clergy, 

remained ill-equipped to answer that pressing question:  “What must I do to be saved?” 

 

     It was these practices and beliefs that led to the Reformation and the recovery of the gospel of salvation by 

grace alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone. 

 

Protestant Reformation 

     One of the principal figures of the Reformation was Martin Luther. Born in 1483, he was a monk in 

Wittenberg, Germany.  He had long struggled with the question of how he was accepted by God.  But after much 

struggle of soul, the Lord brought him to a Biblical understanding of the Gospel.  The insight Luther had was on a 

verse that had long been oppressive to him. Romans 1:17. Luther had always been taught that this meant his 

righteousness, and he knew he didn’t have that. But finally, through his study of Psalms and Romans, the Lord 

brought him to realize that Paul wasn’t talking about his own righteousness, but about an alien righteousness, a 

righteousness that was outside of himself–the righteousness of Christ. That it was on the basis of Christ’s 

righteousness that he was justified. And this justification, being declared righteous before God, was based not on 

his own efforts, but was the free gift of God received by faith. Luther described this as the “sweet exchange”. 

Christ on the cross bore my sins, imputed to him, and died as a substitute in my place, removing God’s wrath and 

obtaining my pardon; while Christ’s righteousness was imputed to me by faith thus bringing me into a right 

relationship with God. 

 



     For the first time in his life, Luther knew the peace of soul that comes through the Gospel, of knowing that he 

was forgiven of his sins. And so it comes as little surprise the he was outraged at the Church’s crass attempt to 

sell salvation through indulgences. 

 

     Luther didn’t set out to start a new denomination, and he certainly didn’t set out to break with Rome, which 

was the only church he or anyone in western Europe knew.  But Luther did want to see reform of the teaching of 

the church, and so in normal fashion at the time, he proposed a debate by nailing 95 theses, or debating points, to 

the door of the Wittenberg church on October 31, 1517. But the Church of Rome was having nothing to do with 

what they perceived as Luther’s novel ideas. He was tried before the Diet of Worms in 1521, and told to withdraw 

his books and teaching. His reply stands as a bracing call of Christian conviction: 

 

“Unless I am convinced by testimonies of the Scriptures or by clear arguments that I am in error—for popes and 

councils have often erred and contradicted themselves—I cannot withdraw, for I am subject to the Scriptures I 

have quoted; my conscience is captive to the Word of God. It is unsafe and dangerous to do anything against 

one’s conscience. Here I stand; I cannot do otherwise. So help me God. Amen.” 

 

     And for this stand, Luther was eventually condemned by Rome. But what Rome condemned, when it 

condemned Luther, was not an innovator or a revolutionary. It condemned the biblical gospel. For what Luther 

affirmed was that Scripture was to be the final authority, not the Pope, and that righteousness, or justification was 

the free gift of God in the Gospel, not something that the church could dispense at will, and certainly not sell for 

money. 

 

     Luther wasn’t the first or the only person to have perceived the problems with Roman Catholic teaching. 

Similar reformers were popping up all over Europe: Zwingli in Zurich, Calvin in Geneva, Bucer in Strasbourg, 

Cranmer and Tyndale in England.  Even before them, and throughout the Middle Ages, we can point to John 

Wycliffe in the 14th century, Jan Hus in the 15th century and more.  The Reformation was a clear movement of 

the hand of God in history, bringing different Christian leaders in different regions almost simultaneously to 

similar conclusions.  The Reformation was inspired by and guided by – the Bible.  And not just the Bible, but the 

Bible in the people’s own languages, spread rapidly by copies pouring off the recently invented printed presses.  

Between 1520 and 1530, the Bible was translated into German, French, and English, and given into the hands of 

eager people desperate to learn the will of God through the Word of God.  



 

     God never left his church without a faithful witness. But it was Luther that God used in a unique way, to 

recover the faithful preaching and teaching of the gospel so that the church would never be the same again. 

 

Denominational Birth 

     Out of the Reformation came several strands of Protestants, or those who protested against the abuse and 

heresy of Rome. There were the Lutherans, who affirmed a biblical understanding of the Gospel, the supreme 

authority of Scripture, and the priesthood of all believers, but also maintained some similarities with Catholic 

doctrine, especially in their understanding of baptism and the Lord’s Supper.  

 

     There were the Anabaptists, whose main distinctive was the rejection of infant baptism for believer’s baptism, 

but who also questioned original sin, rejected civil authority, embraced pacifism, and even in some extreme cases, 

polygamy and anarchy. 

 

     There were also the Reformed churches: Presbyterians, Congregationalists and the Church of England, who 

along with free grace emphasized God’s sovereignty in salvation, a Protestant view of baptism and the Lord’s 

Supper, and God’s ongoing work in making each believer’s life more holy.   

 

     Out of this last group came the Baptists. As early as 1608, some in the Church of England such as John Smyth 

were rejecting infant baptism. By the middle of the 17th century, a small but growing number of 

Congregationalists in England were becoming Baptists.  And it is out of this Reformed stream, rather than the 

Anabaptist stream, that Baptists in America come from. 

 

Puritans 

     Out of the Reformation that took place in England, a group of clergy and laypeople called the Puritans desired 

to purify the Church of England and call it to a more biblical structure and vision.  Once the Bible had been 

translated into English, and was placed in the hands of the people, the Puritans rediscovered that the church was 

an assembly of God’s people, who are regenerated by His Spirit, who are bound together by His Spirit and 



sustained by His Word.  All of a sudden, the Word of God, preached and read in a language the people could 

understand was placed front and center. 

 

     Also during this period we see the rise of separatism and congregationalism.  Separatism being the idea that 

we need to separate from this corrupt church and go start our own.  Congregationalism being a kind of church 

government where you don’t have a group of pastors meeting to tell you what to do, or a bishop, let alone the 

Bishop of Rome, bet where you each in your own congregation have to figure it out for yourself. 

 

     By the Early 1600s, many Puritans in England came to realize that not only were their hopes to reform the 

English church being thwarted, but even their own movement faced serious threats to its own existence.  They 

saw only one good alternative, retreat from the corruptions of England and establish their own model Christian 

community.  And so began the “Great Migration”, the settlement of the New World. 

 

New World 

     The first settlers in America were not just devout Christians in Massachusetts, but also English settlers that 

founded new colonies further south in Virginia.  While most of the Virginia settlers were Anglican, they came to 

the new world for profits – establishing tobacco farms rather than with the desire to plant churches.  Over the next 

two generations, the Puritan movement experienced a dramatic decline in piety and devotion.  The Puritans 

practiced infant baptism, as a sign of initiation into the covenant community.  After 3 generations of baptism, the 

Puritans experienced very little distinction between the church and the world.  While their desire to create a 

distinct Christian community did not succeed, many of their thoughts and practices remain influential in our life 

today, including their focus on education.  The Puritans founded both Harvard College and Yale College, 

producing some of the greatest minds our nation has ever known.  One of these individuals, Jonathan Edwards, 

was a key influence during the Great Awakening. 

 

The Great Awakening 

     Over time, these two separate religious communities, and others in the middle colonies, underwent dramatic 

changes through a series of revivals known as the Great Awakening.  Jonathan Edwards first noticed flickerings 

of spiritual interest in his home church at Northampton in 1731.  By 1734 the interest grew into a roaring fire of 

revival, powered by his regard for preaching the Word of God.  What started in Northampton anticipated an entire 



series of revivals for the next decade that swept through the American colonies.  Notable preachers included The 

Tennant brothers – Gilbert, John and William, Samuel Davies and George Whitfield.  The Great Awakening 

revivals were marked by itinerant preachers, rather simple messages based on the Gospel, and appeals to both 

human emotion and well as reason.  

 

Age of Enlightenment 

     In the late 18th century the world experienced a period of Enlightenment and “Age of Reason”.  During this 

time philosophers had been seeking to elevate human reason over divine revelation or authority.  In the process, 

they hoped to demonstrate that man could perfect himself and his world, without God’s assistance or sometimes 

even His involvement.  For France, the height of the Enlightenment was the French Revolution and this marked a 

decisive turning point in church history.  The French Revolution marked the end of Christendom, or “the end of 

that lengthy period of European history when the interests of church and society were thought to be the same.”  

This thought process continued into the 19th century with the development of “higher criticism”, which sought to 

treat the Bible as just any other historical text not inspired by God and in many ways not even true.  During this 

time huge changes came in both science and social philosophy, Charles Darwin published his belief in evolution 

and Karl Marx dismissed religion as a mere fiction invented by the upper class to control and pacify the working 

class. 

 

     How was the church across the world going to respond?  Sadly, some responded by surrendering great areas of 

faith, conceding that some doctrines were not rational and accepting that Christianity may be just a “feeling” of 

“absolute dependence” on God.  As for American Christians, they responded to the doubts of the Enlightenment 

and spiritual depression left after the American Revolution of 1776 by preaching the Gospel in every corner of the 

new nation and beyond.     

 

The Second Great Awakening 

     From 1795 into the first decade of the 1800s, a tremendous series of revivals known as the Second Great 

Awakening swept through America and forever changed the nation. Thought to have started by Timothy Dwight, 

president of Yale University, Dwight found very few Christians among the students and began preaching a four-

year cycle of sermons on the basic doctrines of the faith.  By 1802 a tremendous revival broke out on campus, so 

that one third of Yale’s 225 students accepted Christ and went forth into the frontier after graduating.  The Second 



Great Awakening took place in the towns, villages and camps of America with multiple denominations coming 

together to preach huge outdoor revivals.  The first decades of the 1800s saw churches grow in America at a 

breathtaking pace.  Countless faithful pastors and evangelists labored to preach the Word near and far, and the 

Lord drew many new souls into the Kingdom. The face of American Christianity had changed, by the early 1800s 

Methodists, Baptists and Presbyterians claimed the most members. 

 

 

Baptist History, 19th & 20th Century 

     Roger Williams and eleven others in Providence, RI founded the first Baptist church in America in 1639. The 

Congregational authorities in MA had exiled them for their beliefs, and Williams sought a charter for the colony 

of RI that would specifically grant religious toleration.  Though Williams himself soon went off the theological 

deep end, more and more Baptists began emerging in England, and many immigrated to America.  These late 17th 

and 18th century Baptists almost all shared a Reformed, confessional understanding of the faith: A sovereign God 

saves us not through our good works or even our wise choice, but through His grace realized in Christ’s work on 

the cross.   

 

     Baptists have also pioneered the world missions movement.  Luther Rice, who founded what is now George 

Washington University, helped form the Baptist General Convention for Foreign Missions, which was the 

precursor to the Southern Baptist Convention, intended to help churches cooperate in financing and sending 

missionaries. Another example is Adanirum Judson who went on to be a pioneering missionary in Burma. 

 

     Towards the late 18th century, Baptists grew at an astonishing rate.  Because of their emphasis on personal 

conversion, the Gospel’s simplicity, relatively informal worship services, individual conscience, and 

congregational church governance, Baptists appealed to people in the new democratic nation.  Throughout their 

growth, most Baptists continued to hold to reformed confessional standards.    

 

     At the end of the 19th century, Christianity encountered another formidable threat: the rise of theological 

liberalism and modernism.  After theological liberalism and modernism spread around the world and matured, it 

rejected the virgin birth, the deity of Christ, His miracles, and His bodily resurrection.  At its heart, was the 

questioning of the authority of scripture.  As respect for the Bible decreased, respect for humanity increased. This 



includes such movements as the Social Gospel. By 1930, almost every Protestant denomination in America had 

been captured or greatly influenced by theological liberalism. Eventually, denominations splintered as those 

holding onto orthodox beliefs were forced out or simply left. 

 

     There were the Fundamentalists in the 1930s and 1940s who sought to preserve orthodox Christianity by 

withdrawing from an increasingly secular and irreligious culture.  Similar to the Fundamentalists in doctrine, but 

frustrated by the cultural and intellectual marginalization, a new movement known as neo-evangelicalism sought 

to re–engage the culture while also defending the inerrancy of Scripture and the necessity of supernatural grace 

for salvation.  

 

     Neo-evangelicalism was led by men like Billy Graham, Carl F.H. Henry, John Stott and J.I. Packer.  Neo-

evangelicals came from a variety of denominational traditions, but united around a shared commitment to the 

inerrancy of Scripture, the necessity of being born again in Christ, the imperative to evangelize, and the 

importance of engaging the culture.   

 

The Global Church:  Expansion and Persecution 

     The world missions movement of the 19th century has continued into the 21st Century.  In 1960, some 2/3 of all 

evangelicals in the world were in Europe or North America, by 2000, the ratio had reversed: about 2/3 of all 

evangelicals throughout the world were in Asia, Africa, or Latin America. Some of the church’s most dramatic 

growth continues today in developing nations.   

 

     The Gospel expansion does not come without opposition. Many Christians throughout the 20th century have 

suffered and died for their faith; persecutions unleashed by German Nazism, Soviet and Chinese communism, 

militant Islam, and many other oppressive regimes and intolerant cultures. Perhaps millions of faithful saints have 

been sent to their deaths.  Rarely does the Gospel go forth or the church grows without resistance from the world, 

and the 20th century was no exception.       

 

 

 

 



Harvest Christian Fellowship 

     Harvest Christian Fellowship exists today as part of the Lord’s plan to see Himself glorified among the 

nations. HCF was birthed by God’s providence in September 2009 as a group of local believers assembled with 

the desire to stand upon the authority of the Scriptures. Our mission and purpose, just as it has been the church’s 

privilege for over 2000 years, is to see Christ exalted, the lost reached with the Good News of salvation, and to 

disciple the saved, seeing the elect transformed into the image of Christ. 

 

     Harvest Christian Fellowship has chosen to be affiliated with the Southern Baptist Convention and Southern 

Baptist Conservatives of Virginia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Session 3: Why Join a Church 
 

Take a moment and think of these four people and their respective attitudes towards the church. 

John: Follows Jesus but is not into “organized religion.” He would rather go for a hike on 

Sunday. 

Leann: Is a church hopper. Here for a while, there for a while, and probably in a church pretty 

much every Sunday, but she remains anonymous and uncommitted to the churches she goes to.  

Natasha: She has found a great singles group and always goes there on Sunday night, and shows 

up at church when the sermon seems like an interesting topic. 

Bill: Loves the preaching at his church, but tends to slip out right afterwards. He has never really 

thought of joining the church. “I don’t see a reason for doing that,” he would say. 

All of these people have something in common, they see themselves as Christians and they have 

similar views of how unimportant it is to commit to a local church. 

 

     Before we can address the Biblical reasons for joining a church we must understand how 

some people who claim the name of Christian see church membership through the eyes of our 

western culture in the twenty-first century.  

 

     First: “Many American Christians are called ‘floating believers,’” or lone rangers, like 

Leann.  “Anywhere else in the world, being a believer is synonymous with being connected to a 

local body of believers—you rarely find a lone ranger Christian in other countries. Many 

American Christians, however, hop from one church to another without any identity, 

accountability, or commitment. “In their minds there is no need for others, they take only what 

they want to take, rejecting everything else as unnecessary to their own self-sufficiency” 

(Gebhards 173). “This is a direct expression of America’s rampant individualism” (Warren 309, 

310). 

     Second: Americans have a consumer mentality. “It is a mind—set that cherishes the 

opportunity to choose, a mind—set that expects to be served as the consumer… and many 

American Christians carry this attitude from the marketplace into the church. As a result, they 

view themselves as ‘customers’ or consumers in search of a religious product that can meet their 



felt needs and fulfill their desires” (Gebhards 164). They will often say, “I need to feel loved”. 

Natasha and Bill are examples of this consumer mentality. Natasha and Bill are self-focused 

church consumers. For Natasha it is about her needs being met within her small group and the 

sermons that interest her. Bill is simply a consumer of sermons. Self-focused church consumers 

will often ask themselves questions like, “What do I get out of this? Are my expectations met? 

What’s in it for me? 

 

     Third: Sinful spiritual ignorance, pride and apathy contribute to the idea that membership is 

meaningless. These factors lead Christians, or perhaps those who only claim to be Christians, to 

see church attendance as optional, church membership as unnecessary, and church authority as 

unimportant. John is an example of such a Christian. John is an individualist; he serves God as 

he sees fit and his practice of Christianity is according to his own preconceived ideas rather than 

those revealed in Scripture. 

 

     “C.S. Lewis once wrote an essay on church membership, reminding us that the word 

membership is of Christian origin, but it has been taken over by the world and emptied of all its 

original meaning. Today, most people associate the term membership with paying dues, 

meaningless rituals, silly rules and handshakes, and having your name on some dusty role” 

(Warren 310) 

 

     So why have people joined the church in the past? “Joining a church used to be seen as an act 

of conformity in our society. You joined a church because everyone else did. Now the rules have 

changed. George Gallup has found that the vast majority of Americans believe it is possible to be 

a ‘good Christian’ without joining (or even attending) a local church” (Warren 312, 313). 

 

 

 

The Church 

     We are going to spend the rest of this class thinking about why Christians should join 

churches and why all Christians belong in churches as committed members.  



  

     Before examining reasons to join a church, let’s consider some of God’s thoughts concerning 

His church. 

     First it is of great importance that we have a good understanding of what the church is.  The 

church is a “called out” people.  The church is a people who have been set apart from the rest of 

humanity and declared God’s children. (John 1:12)  

  

     In 1 Peter 2:9, Peter is addressing the church when he says, “But you are a chosen people, a 

royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of 

Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful light.” 

 

     There is the church universal – The invisible church made up of all believers from all times 

and locations. 

 

     Then there is the local, visible church which is specific to a certain place and time.  This is the 

church we’re considering today.  Like the universal church, the local church is God’s idea and is 

made up of people who are in Christ (more on that in a moment).  

  

     God established the local church.  Consider His actions at Pentecost as they are described in 

Acts chapter 2 and how the chapter concludes with…  “And the Lord added to their number 

daily those who were being saved.” (Acts 2:47)  

  

     So the church is a divine institution not a human invention.  The local church is not a type of 

Rotary Club with a little Jesus thrown in.  The local church is not a club for those interested in 

spiritual things or Christian history. 

   

     Secondly, Jesus is the head of the local church.  He’s in charge, the supreme leader.  Paul 

referred to Christ in saying, “And he is the head of the body, the church;” (Colossians 1:18a).     

So while it’s not uncommon for a person to ask, “Who’s in charge around here?”, if that ever 

gets asked at Harvest Christian Fellowship, the answer is Jesus Christ. 

 



     Thirdly, while he refers to Jesus as the head, Paul refers to the church as Christ’s body. 

“Just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the 

same function, so in Christ we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all 

the others.” Romans 12:4-5 

 

     We believers make up the various parts of Christ’s body.  There are some in the body who the 

Holy Spirit has made overseers of the flock (church) (Acts 20:28) but let’s never forget that these 

people are under-shepherds who have been given a tremendous responsibility to serve under the 

One in charge, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

     How did we come to be part of Jesus’ glorious body?   

“And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation.  Having believed, you were marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,” 

Ephesians 1:13 

 

     We heard the Gospel and we believed.  We trusted in the truth.  And scripture reminds us that 

we can’t even take credit for that.  God took the initiative in opening our eyes to the truth. (John 

6:44, Matthew 11:27, Ephesians 2:8-9) 

 

     So who is part of the body?  Those who are in Christ are the ones who make up His body.          

(2 Corinthians 5:17, Ephesians 1:13)  

    

     Being in Christ means His Spirit is in you (Philippians 2:13) and in being in Christ, believers, 

out of gratitude and a healthy fear of God, will want to; faithfully participate at church, bring 

premeditated offerings of praise to Him, be zealous and passionate for Him, be cheerfully 

committed to His purposes, eagerly anticipate the teaching of His word, and prepare their bodies 

and minds to enter into the King’s court when they worship corporately.  

 

     Fourth of all, the church is built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with 

Christ Jesus as the chief cornerstone.  (Ephesians 2:19-20)  A true church is built upon the 



Gospel.  Teaching and preaching which is based upon apostolic doctrine is to be the foundation 

of the local church and the springboard from which she advances to hold out the word of life. 

 

     Last, what does God want to do with the church?  Why is there a church at all?  Simply put, 

to display His glory or, otherwise stated, to bring glory to Him.  John Piper is known for saying, 

“God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in Him.”  Being satisfied in Christ we 

are compelled to worship Him in spirit and in truth proclaiming to the world the salvation 

available in Him.  Together we seek Him and proclaim Him.  It’s been said, “Evangelize or 

fossilize” and we love to share the Gospel.   

   

     God is also glorified when the church lives out 1John 3:23, “And this is His command: to 

believe in the name of His Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as He commanded us.”  

And John 13:34-35, “A new command I give you: Love one another.  As I have loved you, so 

you must love one another.  By this all men will know you are my disciples, if you love one 

another.”  

 

      So the ultimate question is, are you in Christ?  If the answer is yes, you are part of His body. 

 

      All this is a biblical foundation supporting the need for joining a local church.  If you get 

nothing else out of this class, let it be this: if you are a Christian, God’s purpose in saving you 

was that you might bring glory to him through the life you live in communion with other 

Christians.  If you do not join yourself with a body of believers in order to live that out, you have 

failed to live out what the Bible says is absolutely fundamental to what it means to be a 

Christian.  It is not about you or me.  It is about bringing glory to God in church community.   

 

     Remember our examples at the beginning of this lesson?  While John, Leann, Natasha and 

Bill are all believers, we noticed in them a wrong attitude they had obtained from the consumer-

driven culture they were brought up in.  To a degree, they believe that they are consumers who 

are to be serviced. 

 



     As a church member, you are to be a provider, not a consumer—one who is actively engaged 

in the difficult job of loving your brothers and sisters in Christ.  So we, as in the elders, will not 

tailor the church to meet the needs of the consumer. We will however, look to scripture to guide 

us in order that God will receive the glory He is due and the church will be built up.  

  

In keeping with the “big idea” of bringing glory to God, let’s consider some 

ways that joining a local church does just that.   
 

First, joining a local church fits the New Testament pattern. 

 

The First Church  

     After the Holy Spirit came at Pentecost (Acts 2), Peter found himself with an opportunity to 

address a crowd of religious pilgrims.  Beginning in verse 14, we find the first sermon ever 

preached under the auspices of the Church and therefore it is of unusual importance.  Peter 

preaches to give an answer to the astonished crowd as to what they had just witnessed.  That’s 

why he preached.  But what or who did he preach?  He preached Christ.  He preached the 

Gospel.  As a result, those who accepted his message (some did not) decided to trust and follow 

Jesus.  A local church had been formed.  As a body, what are the first activities we see this 

church participating in? 

“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and to prayer.”  Acts 2:42   

     Harvest Christian Fellowship would do well to do the same! 

 

The Church in Antioch 

     Following a great persecution of the first church in Jerusalem, scripture records that all except 

the apostles were scattered throughout Judea and Samaria (Acts 8:1) and that some traveled as 

far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch (Acts 11:19).  In God’s providence the persecution that 

caused believers to flee Jerusalem led to the spread of the gospel.  Churches formed in the 

various places where the fleeing Christians settled.   It is at Antioch where believers where first 

called Christians.  The church at Antioch gives us some idea of what the church should look like.  

  



     We’re able to get a glimpse of the structure and activities of that local church in Acts 13 when 

we read, “In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon 

called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch) 

and Saul.  While they were worshipping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart 

for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.”  So after they had fasted 

and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off.”  Acts 13:1-3 

 

      What did Saul (Paul) and Barnabas do on this and subsequent journeys?  They established 

local churches.  There is also record of Paul returning to strengthen these local churches  

(Acts 15:41 and 16:5).   

 

The Epistles 

     Also, preserved for us in God’s word are epistles (letters) written to local churches.  In these 

letters we find words of encouragement, admonition, instructions and expressions of 

thankfulness written to local churches.  Take these words for example,  

“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.  Let us not 

give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another-

and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”  Hebrews 10:24-25  

 

Revelation 

     Lastly, in the book of Revelation, we find Christ dictating to the apostle John, letters to local 

churches in Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.   

 

     The local church is a Divine institution about which much can be learned in the pages of the 

New Testament. 

 

Secondly, we join a church to sharpen and encourage others.  

 



     As we’ve already discussed, as a Christian you are part of Christ’s body.  One of your main 

roles as such is to edify, build up or be a blessing to the rest of the body.  You have a unique and 

vital role to play and God will work through you to accomplish this. 

 

      Scripture teaches us that upon being converted, the Holy Spirit comes to live in us                      

(1 Corinthians 6:19) and that He gives us spiritual gifts that are to be used to build up or edify the 

rest of the body (our brothers and sisters in Christ).  By becoming a participating member of a 

local church, you have plenty of opportunity to do just that!  

 

“Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.”                         

1 Corinthians 12:7 

 

“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully 

administering God’s grace in its various forms.”  1 Peter 4:10 

 

     The Lord is the source of all spiritual gifts.  They are given to us so that we may make Him, 

the invisible God, visible.    As a local church faithfully uses it gifts the body will experience 

great spiritual growth, unity, love, and fellowship as members “sharpen” each other. 

 

“As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.” Proverbs 27:17 

 

     Romans 12:6- 8, and 1 Corinthians 12:8-11 both give us a short list of spiritual gifts that are 

given by the Spirit to build up the church. 

  

     One of the most important ways you can be a faithful member of Harvest Christian 

Fellowship is by attending the worship services and participating in body life.  By “body life” we 

intend that all members will seek to be a part of the ministries of the church.  We take attendance 

very seriously at Harvest as it’s hard to encourage and edify one another when we don’t regularly 

attend worship services and participate in the life and activities of the church.  This is an 

important part of what it means to be a participating member. 

 



Thirdly, we join a church so we can be sharpened and encouraged by others. 

 

     This is where you get to be on the receiving end of all that was mentioned in the prior point!  

As you will be using your unique gifts to bless your Christian brothers and sisters, God will be 

working through other believers to build you up.  Much like you must get near a fire to feel the 

warmth, by intentionally placing yourself in an environment where you; hear Christ preached, 

hear the Word read, observe the ordinances, and interact with other believers, you will be 

exposed to the primary means through which the Holy Spirit teaches and sanctifies God’s 

children.  

 

     Remember Proverbs 27:17? “As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.”   

 This proverb shows us the benefit of joining our lives with other believers to grow because 

Christ in them stimulates and motivate us. (Colossians 1:27)  While our time gathered together 

on Sunday is of primary importance our full potential to glorify God is not attained if our lives 

only intersect one another on Sunday mornings. 

 

     There is tremendous spiritual benefit and blessing to be had by believers who unite with a 

local church which enjoys mature, Godly leadership.  God has placed pastors and teachers in the 

body to educate and equip the saints for the work of ministry and for edifying the body of Christ    

(Ephesians 4:11-12).  Take advantage of the learning opportunities offered by elders and teachers 

by participating in corporate worship and offered classes. 

 

     At Harvest Christian Fellowship, we believe that the most important way our teaching and 

preaching elders can spend their time is in prayer and the ministry of the word (Acts 6:2-4).  

While they are certainly involved in relational ministry, we make a conscious effort to structure 

our overall ministry in such a way as to allow these elders ample time for prayer and study as 

they prepare to bring the word of God to the people of God.  Harvest members benefit from the 

Spirit filled teaching that comes forth as a result.   

 

     As a member of Harvest Christian Fellowship, the elders and other leaders will pray for you 

regularly (Ephesians 6:18).  One or more of the elders will have met with you one on one, prior 



to you becoming a member, to hear your testimony and confirm that you have a clear 

understanding of the Gospel upon which the church is built.   

 

     Also, by joining your life with the lives of fellow Christians, you will be held accountable.  

Yes, this is a benefit, a blessing, and part of the reason why you join a local church.  When a 

local church identifies someone a member of their church, the local church is giving its public 

endorsement that that member’s witness as a Christian.  As such, it is incumbent upon the elders 

to “keep watch over” the members. 

 

“Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has             

made you overseers.  Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought               

with his own blood.”  Acts 20:28  

 

     Affirming the Statement of Faith, agreeing to live in accordance with the Church Covenant, 

and being involved in each other’s lives are all ways we are held accountable and protected from 

the wiles of the evil one who is like a wolf in that he likes to attack isolated sheep.  By together 

staying close to the good shepherd, we are kept safe.  (John 10:11 and 1 John 5:18)      

 

Fourth and finally, we join a church to be a part of God’s greatest tool for 

evangelism. 

 

     While we will not alter our worship gatherings in hopes of making them more enjoyable for 

the non-believer, we believe that when the church is engaged in worshipping God in spirit and in 

truth by; the preaching of Christ, the singing of theologically rich hymns, and the observance of 

the ordinances, that the same can be used mightily of God in the process of converting those 

chosen by Him.  Our corporate worship has tremendous potential for evangelism! 

 

     The uncommon love Christians have for each other and for non-believers can attract people to 

the Lord as well.   As believers exercise their gifts in ministry to each other, the Gospel’s 

testimony is strengthened as the church displays a dynamic witness to the world. 



“A new command I give you: Love one another.  As I have loved you, so you            

must love one another.  By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if           

you love one another.”  John 13:34-35 

 

It’s been said that to love someone is to sincerely desire good for them.   

 

     “With man, this is impossible, but with God all things are possible.” Matthew 19:26 

 

     Jesus once said, “In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your 

good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”  Matthew 5:16 

 

     As we corporately do good works which God prepared in advance for us to do               

(Ephesians 2:10), people see our good deeds and some will be drawn to Christ. 

 

     Finally, it is in the company of a healthy local church that believers come to increasingly 

know and understand the gospel.  With a better understanding of this objective truth, the Good 

News, Christians more often find themselves being used by God to share this Gospel.  They have 

been equipped and prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks them to give the reason for 

the hope that they have.  (1 Peter 3:16)  

  

 

Conclusion 

      Healthy Biblical church membership requires us to lay aside our preconceived ideas of what 

it is to be a church member and to reject our western cultural worldviews of church consumerism 

and individualism. The Bible clearly teaches that church membership is to be lived out in an 

attitude of love for one another as we serve each other; we join a church to be a provider not a 

consumer.  

  

     Healthy church membership is a life lived out in community with other believers; there are no 

Lone Ranger’s in the body of Christ. The Bible describes the church as a “body,” a “flock,” as a 



“family” and as “living stones being built up a spiritual house.” Being a Christian means being 

joined to a church. 

 

     Finally and most importantly we join a church to bring glory to God. God’s purpose in saving 

you was that you might bring glory to Him through the life you live in communion with other 

Christians. As the old saying goes, “It’s not about you or about me,” it’s about you and me as 

part of a church community bringing glory to God by allowing the world see a community of 

people who are different from each other—who share only Christ in common—and yet who live 

together in unity and love and in so doing give glory to God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session 4: Missions & Outreach 

 



     Welcome to the Membership Matters class!  Today, we’ll be looking at how our church 

envisions outreach and missions here in our neighborhood and around the world.  To lay the 

proper foundation we’ll start at the very beginning: the Great Commission. 

 

      In Matthew 28:18-20, Jesus tells his followers to “go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 

them to obey everything I have commanded you.” 

 

     Now, when we think of the Great Commission, we often think of personal evangelism.  And 

the Great Commission certainly does commission each of us to share the Good News.  As 

Christians, we cannot help but share our faith.  In 1 Corinthians 9:16 Paul says: “When I preach 

the gospel, I cannot boast, for I am compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do not preach the 

gospel!” 

 

     In Scripture we also encounter other aspects of the Great Commission that go beyond 

personal evangelism.  The church in Antioch was involved in the Great Commission when they 

fasted and prayed, laid hands on Paul and Barnabas, and sent them out to proclaim the gospel.  

3rd John is a book devoted to how we should support missionaries: Verses 6-8 of that book say 

“If you send them [missionaries] forward on their journey in a manner worthy of God, you will 

do well, because they went forward for His name’s sake, taking nothing from the Gentiles. We 

therefore ought to receive such [missionaries], that we may become fellow workers for the 

truth.” The church partnering together with missionaries, other churches, and even para-church 

organizations, in order to spread the gospel of our Lord, is clearly part of The Great Commission. 

 

     We see then that both individual Christians and the church corporately are responsible for 

taking the message of the gospel to all the ethnic groups in the world, locally and globally. We 

will endeavor to weave all aspects of the Great Commission into the fabric of our personal and 

corporate lives here at HCF. I’ll spend the rest of our time explaining what that may look like, 

but before I continue, do you have any questions? 

 

 



Personal Evangelism 

     We’ll start with personal evangelism.  It’s worth noting once more that evangelism in a local 

church should be both relational and corporate.  By relational, I mean that it is something that 

happens most often through relationships each one of us has with friends, family, coworkers, and 

even mere acquaintances.  That means at HCF we believe that the most effective evangelism is 

done by each of us in the relationships we naturally are, or will be, part of. While no member 

will ever be discouraged from bringing guests to worship, it is our understanding that God 

desires to use each of us to bring people to Christ…not just to “church” (though the importance 

of introducing people to “the church” will be discussed in just a minute). Of course, non-

Christians are certainly invited to come and listen, and we want to make services accessible to 

them. Worship services should all be gospel-driven and Christ focused, and are certainly 

wonderful venues for non-Christians to hear and embrace the good news of salvation in Christ 

alone, by faith alone; however, if the content of Sunday services never extends beyond what a 

non-Christian can understand, we will fail to fuel the type of spirit-filled Christian community 

that we are called to. We are to make disciples of all nations, not merely converts. 

 

     Let me take a few moments and share with you our basic philosophy regarding personal 

evangelism here at Harvest Christian Fellowship. At Harvest we believe that a correct 

understanding of conversion is the foundation and springboard for all evangelistic endeavors. 

That is, one who possesses a biblical worldview and understands the nature of God as holy, man 

as hopelessly lost and in need of a savior, and the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ as 

indispensable to salvation, will be more concerned with sharing this news than with discovering 

or learning new means and methods of packaging and/or presenting it. In other words, one who 

is keenly aware of his previous hopeless condition outside of Christ, and now enjoys liberty and 

the forgiveness of sins, will naturally desire to share the gospel with those still in need of Christ. 

It is the message of the gospel, not the means by which it is delivered, that is powerful and able 

to change hearts and lives. 

  

     At Harvest, each member is encouraged, and even expected, to actively share the good news 

of Jesus Christ with friends, relatives, co-workers, neighbors, and even strangers. We anticipate 

that we will periodically teach lessons, preach sermons, and conduct discipleship classes and 



seminars (such as Evangelism Explosion and Two Ways to Live) to reinforce the imperative that 

each member testify to the life changing gospel of Jesus Christ. We will help equip believers 

with the fundamentals to assist them in clearly articulating the gospel to lost people. Even so, we 

believe that one who possesses a correct understanding of salvation, who has experienced 

genuine conversion, and is led by the Holy Spirit, is fully equipped to lead people to Christ. 

 

 

Corporate Evangelism and International Missions 

     As already alluded to, evangelism is personal or relational, and is also corporate, or part of the 

entire church’s responsibility.  Don’t miss this first point--The New Testament presents unity in 

the church body as a primary witness to the supernatural power of the gospel.  In other words, 

people may be able to explain away the uniqueness of your life as an individual, but it is much 

harder to explain away supernatural love that we see in a healthy local church.  Thus, one of the 

greatest evangelistic equipping ministries will be the steady, in-depth teaching on the importance 

of a healthy, gospel-driven, local church. In this light, we’d be remiss to share our faith with 

people without introducing them to what is the most powerful witness to the truth of the gospel: 

the community of our local church. In addition to formal classes, seminars, and teaching times 

geared towards personal evangelism, we also anticipate HCF will host events that will be good 

places for us to introduce our friends to the truth of the gospel, and to introduce them to members 

of our church.  Examples of such events include, but are certainly not limited to, our yearly 

Harvest Festival, our Thanksgiving dinner and worship service, Sunday church-wide fellowship 

meals and special discipleship functions such as ladies’ retreats.  We never want to become 

exclusive and/or totally inwardly focused. We desire to strike the perfect balance between being 

disciple makers of our own members, and being “all things to all men that we might, by all 

means, win some” (1 Cor. 9:22). Thus, we will always look for opportunities to invite interested 

non-Christians to engage in dialog with this church around gospel-related topics. 

 

     The Bible teaches that we have an obligation as a church to be involved in evangelism beyond 

our personal lives.  It’s what we call missions: proclaiming the gospel across language, cultural, 

and geographic barriers. Such missions can occur around the world and in our local community. 

One way we do that is through our giving.  Currently, our primary way to support missionaries is 



through the Southern Baptist Convention’s International Missions Board.  IMB missionaries’ 

financial needs are provided through the giving of thousands of SBC churches; therefore, these 

missionaries can focus more fully on their work of church planting and not devote time and/or 

resources towards raising financial support. I’ll talk more about the method by which our giving 

is dispersed in a few moments. 

 

How do we see members of HCF being active in missions? We will pray.  We will go on 

short-term trips as God leads. Following Him, we will join with local churches and ministries to 

reach people in Richmond and the surrounding areas. For example, HCF provides meals and 

spiritual outreach twice a month at Liberation Family Services, a recovery facility for homeless 

veterans in downtown Richmond.  Additionally, HCF financially supports and ministers with 

The Good News Prison & Jail Ministry/Chaplain at the Virginia Peninsula Regional Jail and 

Merrimac Juvenile Facility.  In addition to these local partnerships, we desire to develop 

relationships with missionaries on the field and encourage missionaries when they visit us. We 

will give sacrificially. Our vision at HCF is that we will be a missionary sending church, 

meaning, we are asking God to compel men, women, and families from within our ranks who 

will leave the comforts of home in Mechanicsville and go to our Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and 

to the ends of the earth for the sake of the gospel. It is our desire to preach and teach the whole 

counsel of Scripture, pray for our members to embrace the urgency of the gospel, and assist them 

in every conceivable way in their efforts to evangelize the lost—whether locally or around the 

world. 

Since 2010 HCF has ministered to and with a sister church in Druisk, Belarus.  We have 

typically gone on at least two short term trips to Belarus each year, and have joined with the 

church in Druisk in evangelism, teaching and preaching, construction, and summer family 

camps.  We have developed inseparable friendships with our brothers and sisters in Belarus and 

are committed to this active partnership through at least 2016.    

 

Another exciting way we envision doing missions corporately is by reaching an unreached 

people group. It is a fact that there are at least several dozen unreached people groups worldwide 

with populations of 100,000 or more. That means, these people groups have little, if any, 

evangelical missionary work in their midst. The bible clearly tells us that to whom much is 



given, much is required. In pursuit of this calling, we at HCF, along with other SBC churches, 

desire to permanently invest in reaching such an unreached group. Though we do not know at 

this time all that will entail, we foresee partnering with other like-minded churches and 

establishing long-term relationships with an unreached group, planting churches among them, 

and becoming intricately intertwined in their world and lives. In short, as opposed to short-term 

trips, reaching an unreached people group will be a long term investment of the gifts and grace 

God has blessed us with.  

Since many of our opportunities for evangelism may fall into the category of what is often 

referred to as “mercy ministry,” let’s address that topic briefly.  The Bible says a lot about caring 

for physical needs, but virtually all of those references are specifically regarding other believers, 

our brothers and sisters in Christ. To summarize what we see in Scripture, we have an obligation 

to help those in our church who are struggling in any way—physical needs included.  And as 

individual Christians, we are told to love all people, within and outside the church; certainly 

providing for physical needs can be a part of that.  But we see the charter of the church as an 

institution to be very simple: preaching the Word of God to Christians and non-Christians.  The 

church is not commissioned to primarily care for physical needs outside the church, but to focus 

on spiritual needs.  What does that mean for us?  It means that as individual Christians, we are 

involved in many good works; however, as a church, we normally do not involve ourselves—our 

staff time, our budget—in things that are not directly related to our mission of making the gospel 

known.  Do we have the option as a church of engaging in mercy ministry that will serve to 

preach the gospel? The answer is yes, absolutely. Can we as a church be involved in ministry to 

non-Christians that addresses physical needs without addressing spiritual needs?  As a general 

rule the answer is no. Obviously there are times when the Holy Spirit may lead us to do 

otherwise, and in these instances we will gladly follow God’s lead. 

 

 

The Southern Baptist Convention 

     Now, a significant part of missions and outreach in our church involves a partnership with the 

Southern Baptist Convention.  So before we finish up today, I’d like to give you an overview of 



what that partnership looks like, since so many people don’t really understand how the SBC 

really functions. You should have already learned a little bit about the SBC during your class on 

church history, but let me try to answer a few questions that we normally get. 

 

What does it mean to be a Southern Baptist Church? 

A Southern Baptist church is a local church that has voluntarily chosen to be “in friendly 

cooperation with, and contributing towards the causes of, the Southern Baptist Convention.”  

This may sound a bit strange to some of you, so let me be clear that we mean no disrespect with 

this language, and we’re not using it to keep us at arm’s length from the Convention… it’s 

simply the official language of the SBC Constitution. It means that every Southern Baptist 

Church is completely autonomous.  It doesn’t take orders from the SBC, it can be in friendly 

cooperation when it wants, and disassociate itself when it wants.  That means that the Southern 

Baptist Convention isn’t a church, but is rather comprised of thousands of local churches that 

cooperate together by pooling people and resources for the primary purpose of missions and 

evangelism. It is a para-church organization to serve churches.  And, frankly, if you use the term 

“denomination” in the way that most people use it—as a body with authority over churches, that 

makes decisions that are carried out in all its churches—as is the case with Presbyterian 

churches, Anglican churches, Lutheran churches, and many others—then the SBC isn’t really 

even a denomination either. 

 

So when we say the words “in friendly cooperation with” we mean that we have a shared 

theology and vision for missions and evangelism. And when we say “contributing towards the 

causes of…,” it simply means that we financially support the work of the Convention. 

 

Where did the SBC come from? 

     The SBC emerged out of the need to better support and facilitate missions, both here in North 

America and around the world.  So in 1814, independent Baptist churches from South Carolina 

to Massachusetts came together to form the first national Baptist organization in America. It 

became known as the Triennial Convention because it met every 3 years, and its purpose was to 

coordinate the funding of international missionaries like Adoniram Judson, the famous 

missionary to Burma. 



 

     In 1845 this association of churches and the Convention they founded split over 2 issues: 

Should a central sending board or local sending boards send missionaries?  Secondly, and more 

significantly, is slavery condoned in God’s eyes?  The specific question that brought this to a 

crisis was “could slaveholders be sent as missionaries?” 

 

     Sadly, most of the Baptists (as well as Methodist, Presbyterian and Episcopalian) churches in 

the south, didn’t believe slavery was morally wrong. However, most northern churches, Baptist 

and non-Baptist alike, correctly understood that American slavery was an abomination and 

antithetical to the gospel. At about this time, almost all of the major Protestant denominations 

split on north/south lines, including Baptists, over the issues of slavery and secessionism, with 

the southern churches in our case forming the Southern Baptist Convention.  At the end of the 

Civil War some of these splits were reversed and denominations reunified, but in the case of the 

SBC the rift remained permanent due to theological disagreements with what became the more 

theologically liberal Northern Baptist Convention. 

 

     Fortunately, the SBC has since publicly repented and apologized for its past position, 

declaring that church members must, “unwaveringly denounce racism, in all its forms, as 

deplorable sin” and “repent of racism of which we have been guilty whether consciously or 

unconsciously.” 

 

     But that was only one of two big crises that have shaped the SBC.  As American churches 

moved from the 19th into the 20th century, theological liberalism—a denial of the authority and 

truth of the Bible—began to grow in most major denominations, including the SBC.  By the 

1970s SBC pastors were being trained in SBC seminaries by professors who denied core gospel 

doctrines like the divinity of Christ, the necessity of faith in Him for salvation, the authority of 

the Bible and more.     

 

     Beginning in the 1980s there was something of a grass-roots rebellion in the SBC, something 

not seen in other major US denominations, and the congregational polity of the SBC churches 

made this possible.  Over time the seminaries and sending boards were reformed, which meant 



that for the SBC, money was now supporting missionaries and seminary professors who would 

not actively work against the gospel.  And so today we are especially excited about how our 

money is used for pastoral training and for missions—and their partnership with us as we send 

out missionaries with them and send our young people to their seminaries for training. 

 

     And that’s really why we continue to be in, not just friendly, but enthusiastic cooperation with 

the SBC.  Because there are 40,000 SBC churches out there contributing to the same 

institutions—many of which are too small to have their own missionaries, for example—we are 

able to benefit from this partnership, and contribute to it, in some very unique ways.  It’s yet 

another example of how churches cooperating together can accomplish so much more for the 

gospel than they could do on their own. 

 

How is our [God’s] money disbursed? 

     Since its inception in 1845, the Southern Baptist Convention has always had one mission—

the Great Commission (Matt. 28:19-20). To fulfill its assigned part of this divine mandate, each 

SBC entity made special offering appeals to the churches. This method was referred to as the 

“societal” approach to missions and resulted in severe financial deficits, competition among 

entities, overlapping pledge campaigns, and frequent emergency appeals which greatly hampered 

the expanding ministry opportunities God was giving Southern Baptists. Some entities took out 

loans to cover operating costs until pledges or special offerings were received.  

     In 1919, the leaders of the SBC proposed the 75 Million Campaign, a five-year pledge 

campaign that, for the first time, included everything—the missions and ministries of all the state 

conventions as well as that of the Southern Baptist Convention. Though falling short of its goals, 

a God-given partnership of missions support was conceived—The Cooperative Program. Since 

its launch in 1925, the effectiveness of the Cooperative Program has been dependent upon 

individuals, churches, state conventions, and SBC entities cooperating, working toward the 

common goal of sharing the gospel with every person on the planet. 

How the Cooperative Program Works 



      Simply put, it begins with each of us. We give ourselves first to God (2 Cor. 8:5). Next, out 

of gratitude and obedience to God for what He has done for us, each of us gives back to Him, 

through our church, a portion of what He provides. We commonly call this tithes and offerings.  

     Each local church decides the next step. Every year each church prayerfully decides how 

much of its undesignated gifts will be committed to reaching people in its state and around the 

world through the Cooperative Program. This amount is then forwarded to the state Baptist 

convention. Here at HCF, we have determined to give at least 10% of all undesignated offerings 

to the Cooperative Program, through our state convention, the Southern Baptist Conservatives of 

Virginia.  This is in addition to other mission support we are committed to.  Roughly speaking 

since HCF’s founding in 2009 we have given 30% of all offerings towards missions. 

     During the annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Conservatives of Virginia, messengers 

from HCF and other churches across the state decide what percentage of Cooperative Program 

gifts contributed by local congregations stays in Virginia to support local missions and 

ministries. The percentage to be forwarded to the Southern Baptist Convention for North 

American and international missions and ministries is also determined at this time. Our state 

convention (SBCV) keeps 50% and forwards 50% to SBC causes.  

    At the Southern Baptist Convention Annual Meeting, messengers from HCF and other 

churches from across the country decide how the gifts received from the states will be distributed 

among SBC entities. These gifts are used by Southern Baptist entities to send and support 

missionaries, train pastors, and other ministry leaders; provide relief for retired ministers and 

widows; and address social, moral, and ethical concerns relating to our faith and families. 

 

Conclusion 

     We’ve covered quite a bit of ground today and have barely scratched the surface of the 

biblical mandates of personal and church-wide evangelism and missions. Because we are still a 

very young church we cannot be certain of how and where God will lead us regarding 

evangelism and missions. We can only be certain that evangelism and missions are primary 

emphases of healthy local churches because evangelism and missions are nothing short of 



spreading the good news to those who are without hope. As we close we will do well to 

remember the words of Isaiah who wrote: 

 

“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news,  

who proclaims peace, who brings glad tidings of good things, who proclaims  

salvation, who says to Zion ‘your God reigns!’” [Isaiah 52:7] 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Session 5: Life as a Church 
 



Life as a Church 

     In Hebrews chapter 10 we see a blueprint for what our life as a church should look like, and 

what its purpose is.  To give you some context: up to this point in the book the author has been 

displaying the superiority of Jesus Christ to those tempted to compromise their faith.  He is 

greater than Moses, and even greater than Abraham.  And whereas saints in the Old Testament 

offered sacrifices endlessly, which could never make them perfect, Jesus has offered for all time 

one sacrifice for sin: sufficient, perfect, and final.  It is through this sacrifice that the OT 

prophecy is fulfilled: God has written His law not on tablets of stone, but on the hearts and minds 

of believers.  That brings us to verse 19 of chapter 10. If this has in fact happened, if there is final 

forgiveness of sins and perfect union with God, what should we do? 

 

“Therefore, brothers, since we have this confidence to enter the Most Holy Place 

 by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain,  

that is, his body, and since we have a great high priest over the house of God, let  

us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our 

 hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies  

washed with pure water.  Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he  

who promised is faithful.”  Hebrews 10:19-23 

 

     I read that and think “Absolutely!  I want to draw near to God in faith.  I do want to live in a 

way that pleases Him!”  So how do we do that? 

 

“And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good  

deeds.  Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, 

but let us encourage one another and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”  

Hebrews 10:24-25 

 

     How do we remain faithful until the end?  We do this through our life together as a church.  

This life together is something that is fundamentality corporate, not just Jesus and me.  We need 

to keep up the habit of meeting together, but what we see in Hebrews 10 is that the focus is on 

more than just showing up on a regular basis for Sunday morning services.  We are to “consider 



how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds.”  We are to “encourage one 

another.”  And the love that these Christians had for each other was earth-shattering.  Later on in 

the chapter we read that they “stood side by side” with those who were “exposed to insult and 

persecution” for the sake of the gospel.  We remain faithful through good times and bad by 

forming in our local church a network of deep relationships, fueled by the Word of God, that 

encourage us, exhort us, and spur us on to forsake worldliness and expend every ounce of breath 

for the Kingdom of God.  

 

     At Harvest Christian Fellowship we find this vision to be profoundly compelling and it has a 

huge effect on how we are trying to build this church (understanding that Christ is the chief 

cornerstone and the ultimate foundation).  Namely when we answer the question of how people 

should be involved in our church, we think about culture, not programs.  It can be easy, when 

considering how to cement people in a church into real relationship, to put on our organizational 

hats and start coming up with a very mechanical, neat, and tidy approach to doing this by putting 

everyone in a small group and making sure the small group leaders take care of them.  There are 

lots of churches that pursue that mechanical approach and while it’s not necessarily wrong, we 

are committed to pursuing a different vision.  Not programs but culture.  When asked how to get 

involved here, we’re not going to roll out our “get involved formula” with a menu of programs to 

join, but we’re going to tell you to invest in relationships.  Mechanical approaches are good for 

getting people in the church into some form of relationship quickly, but they are not always 

effective in achieving the deep kingdom focused relationships envisioned in Hebrews 10. 

 

     We want to see intentional, spiritual relationships as an obvious characteristic of our church - 

a basic element of the fabric of our community, a part of our church culture.  We want to 

encourage a culture where it is normal for members, out of love for Christ and for one another, to 

take the initiative to build relationships with other members with the deliberate aim of doing 

them spiritual good.  You shouldn’t have to sign up or get special permission before you can love 

this way.  This focus on relationships is messy, not the type of thing you can map out on a 

spreadsheet, but over time it results in a community that is deeper, encompasses a wider cross 

section of our church, and is longer lasting.  Our vision as leaders in this church is to preach the 

Word faithfully, teach our people to study and live the Bible deeply, and then act as a catalyst for 



the kingdom-minded relationships that develop. 

 

     What does that look like?  It’s a Sunday service that enables you to know and love the entire 

church, not just your small group or your close friends.  It’s taking hospitality seriously.  It’s the 

elders rarely getting into a sticky and difficult member care situation without finding that other 

church members have already been there first, faithfully doing good work.  It’s the level of 

conversations you’ll have with people here.  Not “great sermon - are you watching the game this 

afternoon” but “I’ve been thinking about your situation and found that passage on hope to be 

incredibly encouraging.”  It’s people who are willing to ask you that one last question that, while 

feeling intrusive at first, actually pushed you to flee a dangerous dynamic in your dating 

relationship.  We envision a church where people know each other deeply, where they ask the 

hard questions, encourage each other sincerely and really push one another hard to spend their 

life for Jesus Christ.  We want to be able to tell people who are new here that they will probably 

join the church initially because of the excellent teaching they get here but they will stay because 

of the type of community that exists here.  That if they never get beyond the excellent teaching 

on Sunday morning and into the fabric of that community, they will be missing out on much of 

the good and unique work that God has done here. So how do we do that? Let's me examine 

some ideas. 

 

Membership 

     First, let’s consider membership.  While Hebrews 10 envisions more than just names on a 

church role, it certainly does not envision less.  Of course there is a class on why join a church so 

we’ll not spend more time here. 

 

Services of the Church 

     Once you have made the commitment of membership, the next most important piece of being 

an integral part of this community is being here on a regular basis.  Attendance is your most 

foundational ongoing ministry to Harvest Christian Fellowship.  That’s why it is so explicitly 

called out and how you fulfill the vision of Hebrews 10. 

      Our Sunday school will focus on what we call Core Classes or seminars.  These classes will 



equip our members to live as Christians.  They will include Bible overview, theology, 

apologetics, how I can know God’s will for my life, dating, marriage, parenting, evangelism, and 

others.  Take advantage of these classes.  Once you go through the courses then take a young 

believer through them with you and use the material to disciple them. 

 

Sunday Morning Service 

     This is where we hear God’s word preached, which is the source of all of our life together as a 

church.  We hear about God’s goodness, our sinfulness, God’s mercy in Christ, and our response.  

This is where we celebrate baptisms, the Lords Supper, and the entire service: the singing, Bible 

readings, prayers, sermon and our tithes and offerings are our time of worship.  Prepare yourself 

for these times together by getting enough sleep the night before, by taking time to read the 

Scripture passage to be preached on and by coming early to shut out the busyness of the week 

and prepare your heart for worship.  Understand that now, because of space limitations, we are 

not able to meet on Sunday or Wednesday evenings but we see this taking place in the future.  

 

Children/Youth Ministries 

     Currently our children’s/student’s Sunday school (Preschool – 12th grade) uses material from 

the Gospel Project.  This is a chronological; Christ-centered Bible study for kids, students, and 

adults that examines how all Scripture gives testimony to Jesus Christ.  Ove the course of three 

years, participants will journey from Genesis to Revelation and discover how God’s plan of 

redemption unfolds through Scripture and even to today, compelling them to join the mission of 

God.  

Youth Ministry 

     The Youth Ministry at HCF encompasses students in grades 6-12.  While there is obviously 

particular attention paid to those in this category, the Youth group is simply one part of the larger 

body of Harvest Christian Fellowship.  As such, philosophy and ministry are in line with and is 

an extension of the overall purposes of HCF: to bring glory to God.  This happens as we keep the 

Gospel at the center of all we are and do: consistently proclaiming it, growing in our 

understanding of it, and living in authentic fellowship with one another because of it.  Youth are 



trained in this purpose through exposition of the Word of God, exposure to fundamental 

doctrines of the Faith, mission//ministry/service opportunities, and times to allow true intimacy 

to be developed with each other and those of all ages in the body. 

Our youth meet on Wednesday nights for a time of worship and intense Bible study. 

 

 Members Meetings 

     These will be regular assemblies of our church together.  These meetings are for members 

only and will be for discussing church business.  At these elder led meetings we will also vote on 

accepting new members.  The most critical thing that we can do as a church is to ensure that to 

the best of our knowledge, the members of our church are in fact Christians.  So even though the 

elders meet and become familiar with each prospective member, the entire church votes on each 

member.  That same motivation is behind our practice of church discipline as well.  We practice 

church discipline in order to bring about repentance in areas of unrepentant sin.  This is one way 

that God commands us to love each other.  An example of church discipline would be the 

reaching out to a member who has not attended worship services or met regularly with HCF in 

some time.  This discipline is practiced by placing a person on the Member Care List where 

repeated efforts to reach out to that member are made by the body to encourage their attendance 

and involvement. Of course there will be special circumstances like members in the military or 

members who are physically unable to attend.  But do understand that we take the command in 

Hebrews seriously (Hebrews 10:25) and will remove a person’s name from the membership role 

if they refuse to meet with us as a congregation while not being in the process of joining another 

gospel preaching church (which we highly encourage those who move away to do). 

 

    So far we've talked about our services and members meetings as ways to live together as a 

Christian community but there are countless other ways that we build the culture and 

relationships that are the glue of Hebrews 10.  One practical example is hospitality.  This starts 

with normal attendance, coming early to greet and staying late.  This can be done by; getting 

with other people after services for lunch or dinner, attending weddings, funerals and baptisms of 

church members, and visiting the sick and praying with them.  We have various fellowships and 

services i.e. Thanksgiving dinner and Christmas Eve service.  There is also the HCF e-mail list 



that will alert members to different opportunities to fellowship and serve each other.  Also HCF 

has an online church photo directory, which our members can access at 

www.instantchurchdirectory.com  

 

     Another way to invest in relationships is through discipleship, or mentoring where two people 

often of the same gender meet up on a regular basis to read through a book,  study a portion of 

scripture, and generally focus on encouraging each other in the Christian life.  No special 

permission is required and we would encourage all of you to get involved in something like that.  

There are many different ways to form relationships, spend your life strategically for the 

kingdom of God, and build a church culture, which is focused on spurring each other on toward 

love and good deeds. 

 

 

Giving 

     Members of Harvest Christian Fellowship worship God through their giving.  We start from a 

belief that all things were created by Christ for Christ (Colossians 1:16).  This means that 100% 

of everything we have (time, money, abilities, possessions, etc.) is His.  What we do with what 

God has entrusted to us matters to Him (Matthew 25:14-30).  What we do with what God has 

entrusted to us also reveals the level of our trust in Him and the level to which we can be trusted 

with true riches (Luke 16:11).  Remembering Jesus’ reminder of how God feeds the ravens and 

clothes the lilies frees us to give sacrificially while knowing that He will take care of us (Luke 

6:38 & 12:22-34). 

 

     In Second Corinthians, chapters 8 and 9, we find one of the best lessons on giving in the New 

Testament.  There we find Paul speaking of the Macedonian churches who like the widow in 

Luke 21:1-4, gave beyond what (one would humanly think) was their ability.  They trusted God.  

May it be true at Harvest that 100% of our members, out of their trust in and love for God, 

regularly contribute to God’s work in and through this local church.   

 

     At Harvest, we teach that giving should be done cheerfully, regularly and sacrificially. Many 

believers regularly set aside a percentage of their income to support the ministry of their local 

http://www.instantchurchdirectory.com/


church (1 Corinthians 16:1-2) and many have made lifestyle adjustments in order that they may 

give even more.  We see giving in this way as a privilege that brings much joy and growth to the 

giver while bringing glory to God and advancing His kingdom.  When we give, we imitate God 

who gave His only Son (Ephesians 5:1-2,  John 3:16). 

 

     We believe that honoring the Old Testament principal of tithing (giving 10% of one’s 

income) is a good place to start when it comes to giving.  Tithing provides many benefits for the 

believer who practices this discipline.  By so doing, the Christian; honors God with their “first 

fruits”, and in this they have their faith strengthened and find that giving in this way serves as an 

antidote to covetousness.   We also, however, believe that giving a rigid 10% in and of itself is 

not the believer’s ultimate motivation, or goal, for giving. We give cheerfully, sacrificially, and 

extravagantly by faith because we love God and trust Him-- not to pay Him back or earn favor 

with Him, as we are already clothed in Christ and righteous in His sight.  While one would be 

hard pressed to prove that the New Testament dogmatically prescribes the practice of strict 

tithing per se, teaching that giving a tenth of one’s gross income as a good beginning point for 

Christians appears to describe New Testament giving.  

 

     Ultimately, the issue is not dollars but devotion.  It’s less about the percentage you give and 

more about the love of God.  It’s a worship issue. 

 

     So in the area of giving, and in light of the foregoing, we encourage our members to; talk to 

Jesus concerning these things, be sensitive to the Spirit’s leading and to respond accordingly. 

 

     So far we've touched on membership, meetings, relationships, and giving as ways in which 

we can put into practice the spiritual community of Hebrews 10, but the Bible doesn't envision 

this community as a headless, organic mass.  It has very clear instructions for leadership and for 

how we make decisions as a church.  “Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They 

keep watch over you as men who must give an account.  Obey them so that their work will be 

joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you." Hebrews 13:17  Let's conclude 

with that as our focus. 

 



Leadership 

Elders 

     We begin with the biblical office of Elders, and notice that the word is plural and not singular. 

We understand that each church is to function with a plurality of elders.  We can see this plainly 

enough from Scripture.  When we look at passages such as Acts 14:23 or Titus 1:5, we can see 

that multiple elders were established in each local church.  How is this beneficial?  It helps round 

out the particular gifts that God has given to our Pastor.  It helps us make better decisions.  

  

"Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisors they succeed." Proverbs 15:22 

 

     It helps keep our church leadership more permanent and does not tie the leadership of the 

church to a paid job that could be easily resigned on a moment’s notice.  And multiple elders 

help in knowing a church of this size. So who currently make up the plurality of elders at Harvest 

Christian Fellowship? 

_____________________________________, _______________________________________ 

_____________________________________, _______________________________________ 

_____________________________________, _______________________________________ 

_____________________________________, _______________________________________ 

     What do these men do?  First, elders are to be in prayer.  In our elder meetings we always 

spend an extended time in prayer and praising God for each other and for church members.  We 

find it is indeed a necessity in seeking to lead God's people and it is honoring to God as we show 

our dependence on Him. 

 

     Second; elders are to extend oversight of the church, to shepherd the flock by being under-

shepherds.  Elders will give attention to areas of marriage, finances, worship, ordinances, 

discipleship, doctrine, missions, and recommendation of elders, deacons, new members, and so 

forth. 

 

     Third, elders are responsible for the teaching of the church. The one distinct qualification of 



an elder, found in 1Timothy 3:2, which is not found in the list of qualifications given for 

deacons, is that an elder must be able to teach.  Men are given this role by God’s order of 

creation (1Timothy 2:12-13). This does not mean that the elders are necessarily doing all the 

teaching in the church, but they are overseeing it.  The elders will also be responsible for the 

curriculum being taught at HCF. 

 

     So what is the process of selecting an elder?  As elders we are always looking to see who is 

already doing the work of an elder in our church in their care for members so that we as a 

congregation can recognize them.  Over the course of time, if the elders are in agreement, the 

prospective elder is nominated and will be voted on by the church.  

 

Deacons 

     Acts 6 shows that the office of Deacon was established when an issue of logistics threatened 

to divide the church: Grecian Jews complained against Hebraic Jews because their widows were 

being overlooked in the daily distribution of food.  To address this issue of unity, the apostles 

designated deacons to oversee this administrative challenge. 

 

     So what are the responsibilities of Deacons?  Primarily they are to promote the unity of the 

church, acting as shock absorbers or peacemakers.  Deacons also, as we see in Acts 6, focus in 

specific areas of administration.  When selecting deacons, we look for people who will happily 

allow the church’s overall good to supersede their own interests.  It would not serve us well to 

put someone in a deacon role who is unhappy with the church no matter how good an 

administrator they are.  The deacon position was not set up to provide spiritual oversight or 

teaching, but scripture does establish qualifications and characteristics of those who would serve 

as deacons (Acts 6:3, 1 Timothy 3:8-10).   A deacon is also nominated by the elders and voted on 

by the church (HCF Constitution & By-Laws, Article 6, Officers, section 5 Deacons, page 6 line 

42 through page 7 line 9).  

     Now let us look in more detail at our task specific deacon ministry and its relationship to the 

elders. 

Purpose: 



     Deacons are to be task specific, the deacons of Acts 6 distributed food. The twenty-first 

century church faces many of the same physical needs as the church of Acts plus the needs that 

come along with a modern church. However, due to HCF’s current location and circumstances it 

does not require at this time some of the task specific deacon positions as other churches. 

Task specific areas: 

     We must remember that the “Task Specific Deacon” is accountable for his area of ministry 

and that he is given authority to delegate as needed to accomplish the task, but he is never 

relieved of his responsibility for his specific task. Likewise, “the elders may assign one or more 

deacons to accomplish a task” (Moore). The elders are a resource for the deacons to call upon, 

for guidance, insight, and to answer any questions the deacon might have about their ministry. 

While this list is not all-inclusive it will give us a base list to add to or subtract from as we 

continue to outline the deacon ministry of HCF. 

Deacon of Ordinances:  

     Will be responsible to prepare and set up the elements for the Lord’s Supper and assist with 

the preparation of baptismal candidates at the baptismal service. Deacon 

_______________________________________________________. 

Deacon of Benevolence:  

     Will be responsible for administering funds and other assistance to those in need. (Food 

assistance, transportation, rent, mortgage, utilities, heating etc.) 

Benevolence also plays a role in our evangelistic outreach to the community and the gospel 

should always be at the forefront of any benevolence ministry. However, its primary function is 

to minister to the church body, “Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, 

especially to those who are of the household of faith” Galatians 6:10.  

     Benevolence issues should be accompanied with discipleship in the area of stewardship 

within the body and outside the body when possible. 

Deacon _______________________________________________________________. 

 



Deacon of Hospitality:  

     Biblical hospitality is the practice of entertaining strangers graciously. It is commanded by 

God, Lev. 19:33-34, Luke 14:13-14 & Rom. 12:13 and a characteristic of all believers 1st Peter 

4:9. A deacon of hospitality is tasked with meeting and greeting members and visitors to HCF at 

church functions, handing out materials prior to and during the worship service, overseeing the 

book table and contact follow up with persons visiting HCF through visitation, phone calls, mail 

or e-mail. They will play a functional roll in the gathering of the church for fellowship and 

assisting the elders during members meetings. Also they will attend to the needs of any guest 

speakers when called to the church.  Deacons 

______________________________________________, 

_________________________________, _____________________________________,  

________________________________________. 

 

Deacon of Member Care:  

     All deacons are to be a conduit for the flow of information from the body to the elders and 

from the elders to the body, but the deacon of member care is especially tasked for this through 

sharing life in community and member visitation. Secondly, they are responsible for meeting the 

physical needs of the body through service projects. The early church tasked deacons with the 

care of the widows in the church through the distribution of food, so assisting our widows and 

members as needed is very important. Also deacons should touch the lives of our members who 

are in the hospitals or confined to their homes due to illness, injury or advanced age through 

visitation and phone contact.  Deacons ________________________________________, 

_______________________________, _______________________________________, 

_______________________________, _______________________________________, 

_______________________________. 

 

 

Deacon of Technology:  



     The task of these deacons is to operate and or oversee the operation of the audio and visual 

devices, which support or enhance the worship services, teaching ministry and members meeting 

of HCF. 

Deacons _________________________________, ______________________________, 

 

Deacon Meetings:  

     A task specific deacon ministry does not require the deacons to meet as a group on a regular 

basis. A function of the deacon is to support the directional decisions made by the elders so there 

is no need for them to meet as a deliberative body. 

Committees:  

     As noted in the Constitution and By-Laws, “the deacons with the agreement of the elders, 

may establish unpaid administrative positions or committees of members to assist them in 

fulfilling their responsibilities in the church.” It is understood that the deacons may employ 

unpaid administrative positions and committees to assist them, however, these positions and 

committees will be established by the elders, noting that they will be task focused and time 

limited. 

Leadership: 

     “Your elders should know they are responsible for the spiritual oversight of the church, and 

your deacons should know they are responsible for the physical and material needs of the church. 

If both parties don’t know that, start there” (Schmucker). 

There will be no “Chairman of the deacons.”  However, leadership in deacon ministry is 

encouraged; where several deacons are needed to accomplish a task a leader will be appointed by 

the elders, to be responsible, to lead and to direct. This deacon leader will be considered a leader 

among equals. All qualified deacons should be put to work in areas where they have interest, 

expertise and set free to minister. The primary role of leadership in deacon ministry is in 

promoting peace, and unity through communication with the congregation.  

Communications: 



      The elders will seek counsel from the deacons before making certain decisions, (Proverbs 

15:22 “without counsel plans fail, but with many advisers 

they succeed.”) Neither elders nor deacons should be caught off guard by decisions made by 

either body. There must be one on one communications between the elders and the deacons 

concerning their specific areas of ministry and the direction the elders are leading the church 

generally. 

Elder / Deacon Meeting: 

     Meetings between the elders and deacons will take place. These meeting will be conducted in 

a manner that glorifies Christ, His church and brings unity in the bond of peace.  

Of first importance in the elder, deacon meeting is the application of intercessory prayer for the 

individual members of the body, the direction of the church, its leadership and specific areas of 

ministry and missions. Elders and deacons should come together to pray as part of the elder, 

deacon meeting agenda.  

Task Specific deacons should report on their area of ministry. (Needs, changes, problems, etc.) 

Information sharing:  

     Elders to deacons, (Vision, direction, upcoming members meeting item info, etc.) deacons to 

elders (Congregational issues) and discussion, closing with the elders praying for each individual 

deacon, their family and ministry. 

Those are two Biblical categories of church leaders.  
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     In addition we have two church officers:  

A Church Clerk, ___________________________________________ 

who will record member’s meeting minutes and keep an accurate role of membership, and a 

 A Treasure, ___________________________________________________ 

who will be responsible for maintaining proper internal controls ensuring church funds are 

deposited wisely and report to the church about its financial status. 

 

Staff 

Administrative Assistant:  

________________________________________________________  

The administrative assistant shall perform general clerical duties. The assistant will  

act as point of contact between the public, the members of the church with the church leadership 

as well as the various ministries of the church. They shall assist the Pastors, Elders, Deacons and 

other Staff in administrative matters as requested, as well as other assigned duties.  

Pastor of Worship: 

__________________________________________________________________ the pastor of 

worship is tasked with pointing the congregation Godward by combining the Word of God with 

music and focused theological instruction, which will motivate believers to better understand and 

proclaim the gospel. Also, as a pastor of worship he provides spiritual leadership, accountability 

and shepherding for the musicians and singers of the HCF praise team. This pastor is responsible 

for leading musical worship when the church is gathered along with other administrative duties 

as assigned, which enhance the music ministry of HCF. 

 

Conclusion/Summary 

     It may seem that this material was repetitive; it is because Elder leadership and Task Specific 

Deacon Ministry in Baptist churches is not as normative as it once was in historic Baptist life and 

we are in the process of reclaiming God’s plan for church leadership as laid out in Scripture. 



How do we remain faithful till the end?  Not through programs, but through the culture of living 

our lives together as a church.  This “life together” is something that is fundamentality corporate, 

not just Jesus and me.  We need to keep up the habit of meeting together.  But it is more than just 

showing up on a regular basis for Sunday morning services.  We are to “consider how we may 

spur one another on toward love and good deeds.”  We are to “encourage one another.”   Fueled 

by the Word of God, we remain faithful through good times and bad by forming deep 

relationships that encourage us, exhort us, and urge us to forsake worldliness and expend every 

ounce of breath for the Kingdom of God.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session 6: Church Covenant 

 



 

Introduction 
 

     It seems that one can hardly listen to or read the news without hearing or seeing about a 

prominent figure being involved in some kind of ethical scandal in his/her personal life.  And the 

decisions they have made often come with pretty significant costs.  In the last few years, athletes 

such as Kobe Bryant, Michael Vick, Tiger Woods, Lance Armstrong, Michael Phelps, and Oscar 

Pistorius have not only suffered damage to their reputations and perceptions, but have lost 

millions of dollars in sponsorships, commercials, magazine columns, personal appearances, etc.; 

former University of Arkansas football coach Bobby Petrino was voted out of his job after 

leading his team to a number three national ranking the year before; in politics, Herman Cain 

withdrew from the Presidential race and Jesse Jackson Jr. resigned his position; and that doesn’t 

even take into account the almost daily exploits of celebrities like Lindsey Lohan, from whom 

many endorsers have distanced themselves. 

     Why have these steep consequences come about?  Because entities do not want their name 

associated with this type of undesirable behavior: they protect against this association reflecting 

badly on their products and/or goals, thus driving others from purchasing from them or 

embracing what they stand for.  One could argue, and sometimes rightly so, that these 

organizations don’t really care about the moral aspects except as to how they relate to their 

agenda being advanced.  But to whatever degree and for whatever purpose, the person’s conduct 

did matter – in fact, it became the critical factor. 

 

     If that is true is in an ever-increasingly secular world, how much more so in the church: the 

very Body of Christ who is to reflect the character, righteousness, and holiness of its Creator and 

Savior!  As those who claim the name of Christ – thereby associating ourselves with Him and 

Him with us – how we live matters.  The Scripture is clear on this.  

 

“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, 

that you may declare the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into His wonderful 

light.  Once you were not a people, but now you are the people of God; once you had not 

received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  Dear friends, I urge you, as aliens and 



strangers in the world, to abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul.  Live such 

good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your 

good deeds and glorify God on the day He visits us.”  I Peter 2:9-12 (NIV, emphasis added) 

 

     God has poured out His love on us to reconcile us unto Himself.  And He has done so in order 

that those who have experienced this reconciliation would be witnesses to Him to the rest of the 

world, and thus bring Him glory.   But we can only be accurate witnesses of Him by being like 

Him, distinct and set apart from the world.  How we live matters.  Further, this is the test of truly 

being a recipient of His forgiveness and reconciliation: 

 

“If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching.”  John 14:23 

 

“But if anyone obeys His word, God’s love is truly made complete in him.  This is how we 

know we are in Him: whoever claims to live in Him must walk as Jesus did.”  1 John 2:5-6 

 

     How you live matters: it matters to God, it matters for you, it matters for the world. 

 

     We believe, too, that you can only accomplish this type of living in partnership with the other 

members of the body.  In Paul’s instructions to the Corinthians (1 Cor. 12), he says that each of 

us is enabled by the Holy Spirit to serve each other in the body so that the body is complete and 

healthy – therefore able to represent Christ wholly.  It isn’t us as individuals “doing our thing”; it 

is us strengthening one another so that the body may paint an accurate picture of Christ to the 

world.   Along with that, we would go as far as to say that it is dangerous for a Christian to 

attempt to live outside the church and it is positively encouraging and good to live inside the 

church – to grow up in Christ within the family of God just like children grow up in a family.  In 

this class we’re particularly focused on how we live together as members of a local church, and 

how we believe the local church is far more central in the individual Christian’s life than perhaps 

you’ve thought before.   We need each other!   

 



     How we live matters, and the document that summarizes how we are to live together as 

Christ’s ambassadors on earth is known as a “Church Covenant”.  We’ll now dig deeper into our 

covenant here at Harvest. 

 

What is a church covenant?   

     As we said, the covenant is a summary of how we agree to live.  Our “Statement of Faith” is 

what we believe, and our “Church Covenant” is how we will live in accordance with what we 

say we believe.    The Bible is the source of beliefs, and our beliefs should rule how we live. So 

the Covenant is our promise and commitment to God, to ourselves, and to each other that we will 

live as His word illustrates – that we will walk as Jesus did. 

 

Why have a church covenant?   

     We would enter this agreement together so that the standards and expectations are clear as to 

what it means to claim the name of Christ and follow Him; and to both hold each other 

accountable to these standards and expectations and come alongside each other to encourage one 

another to persevere in them.  It is not meant to be legalistic or inappropriately intrusive, but to 

spur us on to consistently bring honor and glory to God. 

 

Where do covenants come from?  

      While there isn’t such a thing in Scripture in this precise format, the principle and essence are 

the foundation of the relationship of God to mankind.  God made a covenant (a binding promise) 

with Israel that they would be His people and He would be their God.  This was demonstrated in 

His giving of His law to them, and the sacrificial system as a means of restoration when the law 

was breached.  All of this was incomplete, and a foreshadowing of the Messiah – who would be 

the effective sacrifice for sins and seal this covenant of relationship with His blood.  In so doing, 

Christ was the mediator of the new covenant with all who would believe in Him by faith.  This 

same covenant of relationship is sealed with Christ’s blood shed for the remission of our sins, 

thus the mediator of the new covenant.  In the Old Testament and the New, this covenant of God 

to man is to encourage holy living among those in this relationship in order to “show” God to the 

world. 

 



 

 

What does Harvest Christian Fellowship’s Church Covenant say?  

      Let’s look at our Church Covenant.  We’ll go over it line by line so that we know it 

intimately and so that we know how what it says might play out in our lives.  Each person should 

have a copy of the covenant 

 

 

The Church Covenant of Harvest Christian Fellowship 
 

Having, as we trust, been brought by Divine Grace to repent and believe in the Lord Jesus 

Christ and to give up ourselves to Him 

 

✓ We will be people who have been born again (discussion of faith and repentance). 

✓ We will be people who understand we exist for God – we are to be living sacrifices 

(Rom. 12) 

✓ We will be people who know that both this salvation and sanctification are the result of 

God’s grace in initiating this work, sustaining this work, and completing this work 

 

And having been baptized upon our profession of faith, in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit 

 

✓ We will be people who have been baptized – discussion of what baptism is and means 

✓ Baptism is not necessary for salvation, but is important (1) to be obedient to Christ’s 

command; (2) as a public proclamation of one’s following God through faith in and 

repentance toward Christ; and (3) as a means of encouragement and edification to the 

body as they witness a visual representation of the Gospel, and the grace of God having 

worked to the conversion of the one being baptized. 

 

We do now, relying on His gracious aid 

 



✓ We can’t do this on our own, but God’s grace will accomplish this in us 

✓ Discuss how we have a “Daddy” (Abba Father) who is patient, who will accompany us 

on this journey, who will never disown us, and who will complete the good work that He 

has begun in us.  

✓ We are not devoid of responsibility I this process, but, as His children, we have the Holy 

Spirit who is continually sanctifying us to the image of the Son. 

 

 

 

We will work and pray for the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace 

 

✓ Unity is much more than “getting along” and never means “just keeping the peace” – it is 

having a common purpose (bringing glory to God) and being mutually committed to 

striving for that purpose.  We will seek it in our own lives and spur one another on to do 

so. 

✓ That purpose is fueled by and ultimately fulfilled by us making God’s word the basis of 

our worldview and the final standard by which we make every decision.  Therefore… 

✓ We agree to be people who consistently read, study, and meditate on God’s truth as 

revealed in the Bible 

 

We will walk together in brotherly love, as becomes the members of a Christian Fellowship, 

exercise an affectionate care and watchfulness over each other and faithfully admonish and 

entreat one another as occasion may require 

 

✓ Paul taught in Corinthians that we are to serve each other so that the body is a complete, 

healthy representation of God’s covenant love for His own.  We truly need each other. 

✓ No one should “fall through the cracks” – we should “share life” with each other by 

intentionally and with discipline building intimacy with each other 

✓ With that intimacy, we are more aware of, able, and committed to meeting each other’s 

needs – both physical and spiritual. 



✓ With that intimacy, we allow each other to confront things in our lives that don’t match 

our unified purpose 

 

We will not forsake the assembling of ourselves together, nor neglect to pray for ourselves and 

others 

 

✓ We are convinced that non-attendance has serious ramifications both for the individual 

and for the body as a whole… 

1. For the individual, we would in most cases view non-attendance as 1 of 2 things: 

a. A portal to sin – while you might not be in sin at the moment, not hearing the 

Word of God on a regular basis and not being active in healthy, edifying  

relationships in the body will, no doubt, lead to spiritual decline and thus to 

sin. 

b. A reflection of sin – you are already in sin and not, in truth, desiring the 

things of God, so the last thing you want to do is hang out with “holy people” 

2. For the body, your non-attendance is damaging because: 

a. We can’t build each other up 

b. We can’t hold each other accountable 

c. We can’t meet each other’s needs 

d. We can’t build true intimacy/fellowship 

• Without these aspects, we can’t fully glorify God to our community and thus 

we get off track concerning our unified purpose together 

✓ We will be a people who make prayer the pattern of our lives, both to seek God’s will 

and on behalf of one another – prayers shows our dependence on God for the faithfulness 

to persevere in walking as Jesus did and according to the Spirit’s leadership 

 

We will endeavor to bring up such as may at any time be under our care, in the nurture and 

admonition of the Lord 

 

✓ We will invest ourselves in each other under the leadership of the Holy Spirit – that 

might mean mentoring someone in the faith, discussing Scripture, spending long-term 



and consistent time with someone who is homebound, etc.  In other words, we will do 

more than meet together corporately – we will go to one another as situations merit. 

✓ We will count as precious the presence of “visitors”, and make the most of that 

opportunity to display Christ to them in our teaching, conduct, and interaction with them 

(since that presence may very well be temporary) 

 

 

 

And by a pure and loving example to seek the salvation of our family and friends 

 

✓ We are not passive about our responsibility and opportunity in this matter 

✓ Evangelism is supported by our holy lives as already discussed, but is accomplished 

through the speaking of the Gospel – people must be told the message of salvation for 

they can’t get this and thus be saved simply by observing how we live. 

✓ Each one should be able and ready to effectively relate the Gospel to those whom God 

has placed in their lives 

✓ Each one should be able and ready to effectively share how God brought him/her to 

salvation. 

 

We will rejoice at each other’s happiness and endeavor with tenderness and sympathy to bear 

each other’s burdens and sorrows 

 

✓ We will be a people who love our neighbors as ourselves 

✓ This type of love begins with prayer, asking God to give you/us a genuine desire for other 

people’s good – a selfless, pure love within your/our hearts and displayed in your/our 

actions and intentional involvement in each other’s lives 

 

We will seek, by Divine aid, to live carefully in the world, denying ungodliness and worldly 

lusts, and remembering that, as we have been voluntarily buried by baptism and raised again 

from the symbolic grave, so there is on us a special obligation now to lead a new and holy life 

 



✓ Remember that we have already established that “how you live matters”  

✓ Jesus said that the most important thing in life – that indeed all of the commands of God 

are summarized and accomplished with this – is that we are a people who love the Lord 

our God with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength.  In short, a people who deny 

ourselves in order to obey the truths revealed in God’s word and through prayer, and thus 

follow Christ wholeheartedly in order to bring glory to God. 

✓ We are free and empowered to this kind of life through the new heart/nature that has been 

born in us upon salvation, and the work of the Holy Spirit that transforms us more and 

more to will and act according to the will of God in conjunction with that new nature. 

 

We will work together for the continuance of a faithful evangelical ministry in this fellowship, 

as we sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline, and doctrines.  We will contribute cheerfully 

and regularly to the support of the ministry, the expenses of the fellowship, the relief of the 

poor, and the spread of the Gospel through all nations 

 

✓ Paul’s taught in 1 Cor. 12 that each of us is gifted to complete the work of the body as 

determined by the Holy Spirit  

✓ It is everyone’s responsibility and privilege 

✓ Knowing the God-given/Scripture based purpose for which we are working, each one 

will support that work in whatever way is necessary and prudent – both in on-going 

situations and in special circumstances.  This includes, among other things, staying in 

God’s word, prayer, finances, and service. 

 

We will, when we move from this place, as soon as possible, unite with some other local 

fellowship where we can carry out the spirit of this covenant and the principles of God’s Word 

 

✓ Being a member is not about personal preferences or old ties – it is about protecting and 

furthering one’s own spiritual growth and building that local body in order to glorify God 

✓ We will not “church-hop”, but remain in covenant with this body unless or until God 

leads us to another area 



✓ If that does happen, we will quickly line-up with another congregation for all the reasons 

listed above – this affiliation will be a top priority 

 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with us all. Amen. 

 

✓ These words are taken from 2 Corinthians 13:14 

✓ This is a reminder of the reality of these things in our lives 

✓ This is a prayer for God to complete us in these things 

✓ This is a challenge to strive for the completion of these things in our lives 

 

Conclusion 

 

     Remember that we started out this time by talking about some recognizable people who had 

fallen into moral lapses, and that organizations care about who is associated with their name.  

The people known as Harvest Christian Fellowship care too.  We wish all churches cared more, 

and not merely so that the attendance was more clearly reflected in the membership rolls; but so 

that the name of Christ would only be associated with those who are truly born again, who are 

committed to honest discipleship, who are committed to loving each other (even though we have 

nothing in common, save Christ), and who are committed to caring for the flock (even when it is 

inconvenient). 

 

    The love we express and the care we demonstrate for one another as called for and defined in 

Scripture, is what shows the world that we are disciples of Jesus Christ.  This covenant reminds 

us, pushes us, and calls us to live out that which we believe.   

 

The Church Covenant of Harvest Christian Fellowship 

 
 

Having, as we trust, been brought by Divine Grace to repent and believe in the Lord Jesus 

Christ and to give up ourselves to Him and having been baptized upon our profession of faith, 



in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, we do now, relying on His 

gracious aid, solemnly and joyfully enter or renew our covenant with each other.  

 

We will work and pray for the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 

 

We will walk together in brotherly love, as becomes the members of a Christian Fellowship; 

exercise an affectionate care and watchfulness over each other and faithfully admonish and 

entreat one another as occasion may require. 

 

We will not forsake the assembling of ourselves together, nor neglect to pray for ourselves and 

others. 

 

We will endeavor to bring up such as may at any time be under our care, in the nurture and 

admonition of the Lord, and by a pure and loving example to seek the salvation of our family 

and friends. 

 

We will rejoice at each other’s happiness, and endeavor with tenderness and sympathy to bear 

each other’s burdens and sorrows. 

 

We will seek, by Divine aid, to live carefully in the world, denying ungodliness and worldly 

lusts, and remembering that, as we have been voluntarily buried by baptism and raised again 

from the symbolic grave, so there is on us a special obligation now to lead a new and holy life. 

 

We will work together for the continuance of a faithful evangelical ministry in this fellowship, 

as we sustain its worship, ordinances, discipline, and doctrines.  We will contribute cheerfully 

and regularly to the support of the ministry, the expenses of the fellowship, the relief of the 

poor, and the spread of the Gospel through all nations. 

 

We will, when we move from this place, as soon as possible, unite with some other church 

where we can carry out the spirit of this covenant and the principles of God’s word.  

 

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with us all. 

 

Amen.   

 


